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A body is removed after being discovered during the search of a housing structure in the aftermath of hurricane Michael in Mexico Beach, Fla., Friday, Oct. 12, 2018. 

Associated Press 


Official: Searchers find bodies in hurricane-stricken town 


By RUSS BYNUM and BREN¬ 
DAN FARRINGTON 
Associated Press 
MEXICO BEACH, Fla. (AP) 

— Search-and-rescue 
teams began finding bod¬ 


ies in and around Mexico 
Beach, the ground-zero 
town nearly obliterated by 
Hurricane Michael, an offi¬ 
cial said Friday as the scale 
of the storm’s fury became 


ever clearer. Buf he gave 
no details on the number of 
dead. 

The death toll across the 
South stood at 13, not 
counting any victims in 


Mexico Beach. 

Miami Fire Chief Joseph 
Zahralban, leader of a 
search-and-rescue unit 
that went into the flattened 
town, said: “There are indi¬ 


viduals who are deceased. 
We do not have a count, 
but we are working to iden¬ 
tify them.” 

Continued on Page 3 
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Can we talk? Trump’s riding high _ and he’s got a lot to say 



President Donald Trump speaks to the Interagency Task Force to Monitor and Combat Trafficking in Persons annual meeting at the 
Eisenhower Executive Office Building on the White House complex in Washington, Thursday, Oct. 11, 2018. 

Associated Press 


By JILL COLVIN 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — Can 

we talk? Donald Trump 
would like to chat. 

And, boy, is he ever. 

Riding high after Supreme 
Court nominee Brett Kava- 
naugh’s successful confir¬ 
mation, the president has 
been on a rollicking press 
tour of late. 

He’s inviting reporters up 
to his private cabin on Air 
Force One. He’s calling in 
to his favorite shows. And 
he’s turning closed White 
House events into major 
media moments. 

On Thursday alone. Trump 
held four separate press 
availabilities, including one 
that featured a profanity- 
laced Oval Office perfor¬ 
mance by Kanye West, the 
rapper and producer who 
has emerged as Trump’s 
top Hollywood fan. And 
that's not counting the 
more than 45 minutes he 
spent on the phone calling 
in to “Fox & Friends.” 

The president’s inclination 
to chat comes as Trump 
has been enjoying a spate 
of good news for his admin¬ 


istration. 

While the Russia investiga¬ 
tion still looms and polls still 
predict major Republican 
losses in the House in next 
month's midterm elections. 
Trump has been logging a 
series of wins, including ap¬ 
pointing a second Supreme 
Court Justice to the bench 
and reaching an updated 
North American trade deal 
with Canada and Mexico. 
The stream of negative 
headlines that has been a 
constant presence through 
most of Trump's administra¬ 
tion has abated — at least 
for now. 

“I think he's having a lot of 
fun right now,” said former 
campaign adviser Barry 
Bennett, who pointed to 
several factors, includ¬ 
ing Trump’s rally-packed 
schedule, which has put 
him in front of cheering 
crowds nearly every night. 
Plus, “There hasn’t been a 
bad story in over week,” 
Bennett marveled. 

Said White House spokes¬ 
woman Sarah Huckabee 
Sanders: “The President is 
his best messenger and it's 
always a great thing when 


the American people can 
hear directly from him.” 
Trump’s recent media blitz 
began on Saturday, when 
it was clear that Kavana- 
ugh had the votes to be 
confirmed after a bruis¬ 
ing fight in the Senate. The 
president was en route to 
Topeka, Kansas, for a rally 
as the final vote was hap¬ 
pening, and he invited the 
small group of reporters 
aboard up Air Force One 
up to his private cabin to 
watch history unfold. 

When fhe vote was cast. 
Trump delivered a double 
thumbs-up from his desk 
and declared it all “very, 
very good." 

Trump had already spoken 
with reporters as he depart¬ 
ed the White House that 
day, and he stopped to 
chat again after he land¬ 
ed, to share details of the 
congratulatory call he'd 
made to Kavanaugh and 
his family. 

After an hour-plus rally that 
night. Trump was back at it, 
calling up one of his favor¬ 
ite hosts. Fox News Chan¬ 
nel’s Jeanine Pirro, as he 
drove back to the airport 


in the presidential limo. He 
continued the conversa¬ 
tion on the dark tarmac, 
under the shadow of his 
plane. 

Affer a brief respite for golf 
on Sunday, Trump was 
back at it Monday, taking 
reporters’ questions both as 
he left the White House and 
again as he returned from 
a speech to police chiefs in 
Florida, weighing in on ev¬ 
erything from the employ¬ 
ment status of Deputy At¬ 
torney General Rod Rosen- 
stein to Taylor Swift's foray 
into politics to endorse two 
Democratic candidates. 

He said he now likes her 
music “about 25 percent 
less.” 

Later that night, Trump pre¬ 
sided over a ceremonial 
swearing-in for Kavanaugh 
at the White House, where 
he railed against Demo¬ 
crats for trying to scuttle his 
choice. 

On Tuesday, Trump be¬ 
gan his day with a surprise 
press availability announc¬ 
ing that U.N. Ambassador 
Nikki Haley would be leav¬ 
ing her post at the end of 
the year. After holding forth 


for nearly 20 minutes, it 
seemed Trump had, for the 
moment, exhausted report¬ 
ers’ questions. 

“Any other questions?” he 
asked to rare silence. 

But that was just the be¬ 
ginning. Trump’s day also 
included an Oval Office 
interview with New York 
Magazine, a 15 minute 
question-and- answer ses¬ 
sion with reporters on the 
South Lawn as he depart¬ 
ed the White House for a 
rally in Iowa, and another 
conversation with reporters 
aboard Air Force One. 
Trump also recorded an in¬ 
terview with the local NBC 
affiliate before taking the 
stage at his rally, which last¬ 
ed well over an hour. 

On Wednesday, as Hurri¬ 
cane Michael was about 
to make landfall. Trump 
began his day with a storm 
briefing, during which he 
took questions on topics 
including a missing Saudi 
journalist and potential re¬ 
placements for Haley. He 
also took questions at a bill 
signing and after landing 
in Pennsylvania for anoth¬ 
er rally, where he said the 
Federal Reserve had “gone 
crazy.” 

After his rally — and inter¬ 
views with the Washington 
Examiner, Time magazine, 
a local television station — 
Trump headed home. 

But he wasn't done for the 
night. There was one last 
call, at 11 p.m., to Fox News 
Channel's Shannon Bream. 
Less than 12 hours later. 
Trump was back at it, 
spending more than 45 min¬ 
utes on the phone answer¬ 
ing questions from his favor¬ 
ite hosts at “Fox & Friends.” 
Yet to come: Chatting at 
two bill signings, including 
one attended by Kid Rock 
and other musicians, a fo¬ 
rum on drug trafficking, 
a sif-down interview with 
CBS's “60 Minutes," which 
the network had been try¬ 
ing to tape for more fhan 
a year, and fhaf epic pre¬ 
lunch appearance with 
Kanye West. 

As Trump headed to lunch 
with his guests, he was 
anything but talked out: 
“We're going to have 
lunch,” he said. “We’re go¬ 
ing to talk.”Q 
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Hurricane-stricken 


Continued from Front 

Zahralban spoke as his 
team — which included a 
dog — was winding down 
its two-day search of Mex¬ 
ico Beach, the town of 
about 1,000 people that 
was nearly wiped off the 
map when Michael blew 
ashore there Wednesday 
with devastating 155 mph 
(249 kph) winds. 

Blocks and blocks of homes 
were demolished, reduced 
to splintered lumber or 
mere concrete slabs by the 
most powerful hurricane to 
hit the continental U.S. in 
nearly 50 years. 

As the catastrophic dam¬ 
age across the Florida Pan¬ 
handle came into view 48 
hours after the hurricane 
struck, there was little 
doubt the death toll would 
rise. 

How high it might go was 
unclear. But authorities 
scrapped plans to set up 
a temporary morgue, sug¬ 
gesting they had yet to see 
mass casualties. 

State officials said that by 
one count, 285 people in 
Mexico Beach defied man¬ 
datory evacuation orders 
and stayed behind. Wheth¬ 
er any of them got out at 
some point was unclear. 
Emergency officials said 
they have received thou¬ 
sands of calls asking about 
missing people. But with 
cellphone service out 
across vast swaths of the 
Florida Panhandle, officials 
said it is possible that some 
of fhose unaccounted for 
are safe and just haven’t 
been able to contact 
friends or family. Across the 
ravaged region, mean¬ 
while, authorities set up dis¬ 
tribution centers to hand 
out food and wafer to vic¬ 
tims. Some supplies were 
brought in by trucks, while 
others had to be delivered 
by helicopter because of 
debris still blocking roads. 
Residents began to come 
to grips with the destruction 
and face up to the uncer¬ 
tainty that lies ahead. 

“I didn’t recognize nothing. 
Everything’s gone. I didn’t 
even know our road was 
our road,” said 25-year- 
old Tiffany Marie Plushnik, 
an evacuee who returned 
to find her home in Sandy 


Creek too damaged to live 
in. 

When she went back to the 
hotel where she took shelter 
from the storm, she found 
out she could no longer 
stay there either because 
of mold. “We've got to fig¬ 
ure something out. We’re 
starting from scratch, all of 
us,” Plushnik said. 

President Donald Trump 
announced plans to visit 
Florida and hard-hit Geor¬ 
gia early next but didn’t 
say what day he would ar¬ 
rive. “We are with you!” he 
tweeted. 

Shell-shocked survivors who 
barely escaped with their 
lives told of terrifying winds, 
surging floodwaters and 
homes cracking apart. 
Emergency officials said 
they had completed an 
initial “hasty search” of the 
stricken area, looking for 
the living or the dead, and 
were now launching into 
more careful inspections of 
ruined buildings. 

Gov. Rick Scott said state 
officials still “do not know 
enough” about the fate of 
those who stayed behind 
in the region. 

“We are not completely 
done. We are still getting 
down there,” the governor 
added. Federal Emergen¬ 
cy Management Agency 
chief Brock Long said he 
expects to see the death 
toll rise. “We still haven't 
gotten into the hardest- 
hit areas," he said, adding 
with frustration: “Very few 
people live to tell what it's 
like to experience storm 
surge, and unfortunately in 
this country we seem to not 
learn the lesson.” 

Long expressed worry that 
people have suffered “hur¬ 
ricane amnesia.” 

“When state and local of¬ 
ficials tell you to get out, 
dang it, do it. Get out,” he 
said. 

On the Panhandle, Tyn¬ 
dall Air Force Base “took a 
beating,” so much so that 
Col. Brian Laidlaw told the 
3,600 men and women 
stationed on the base not 


Jay Faulk, 56, surveys the damage to his home, Friday, Oct. 12, 2018 in Mexico Beach, Fla. 
Residents of the small beach town of Mexico Beach began to make their way back to their homes 
some for the first time after Hurricane Michael made landfall Wednesday. 

Associated Press 


to come back. Many of 
fhe 600 families who live 
there had followed orders 
to pack what they could 
in a single suitcase as they 
were evacuated ahead of 
the storm. 

The hurricane's eyewall 
passed directly overhead, 
severely damaging nearly 
every building and leav¬ 
ing many a complete loss. 
The elementary school, the 
flight line, the marina and 
the runways were devas¬ 
tated. 

“I will not recall you and 
your families until we can 
guarantee your safety. At 
this time I can’t tell you 
how long that will take, but 
I'm on it," Laidlaw wrote. 
“We need to restore basic 
utilities, clear our roads of 
frees and power lines, and 
assess fhe structural integ¬ 
rity of our buildings.”□ 
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Democratic presidential prospects swarm South Carolina 



In this June 29,2018, file photo, former Vice President Joe Biden speaks to the media in Cincinnati. 

Associated Press 


By MEG KINNARD 
Associated Press 
COLUMBIA, S.C. (AP) — 

Even by South Carolina 
standards, this is a lot. 
There’s no set date for the 
state’s pivotal 2020 presi¬ 
dential primary. But that’s 
not stopping a half dozen 
potential Democratic con¬ 
tenders from swarming the 
state over the next week, 
connecting with voters and 
political operatives. 

The first-in-the-South pri¬ 
mary can be a make or 
break contest for White 
House contenders from 
both parties. In addition, 
South Carolina's significant 
black population offers an 
opportunity for Democrat¬ 
ic candidates to test their 
messages in a way that’s 
not possible in other early- 
voting states like Iowa and 
New Hampshire, which 
have fewer minority voters. 
That’s especially important 
for a party that could field 
multiple candidates of col¬ 
or and is making diversity 
an explicit part of its ap¬ 
peal. 

A look at what's happen¬ 
ing in the Palmetto State, 
which could be a political 
ground zero for nearly a 
year and a half: 

BIDEN, SANDERS 

Long fond of vacationing 
on Kiawah Island, former 
Vice President Joe Biden 
has had close relationships 
with two of South Caro¬ 
lina’s longtime senators. 
Democrat Ernest Hollings 
and the late Strom Thur¬ 
mond, a Republican. Biden 
eulogized Thurmond at his 
2003 funeral. 


Biden has said he won’t 
decide on running until 
at least January, but he’s 
been keeping an elevated 
profile in the state. He vis¬ 
its Saturday for events with 
Democratic gubernatorial 
nominee James Smith and 
state Senate hopeful Dick 
Harpootlian. Harpootlian is 
a longtime Biden adviser 
who unsuccessfully tried to 
persuade him to enter the 
2016 presidential race. 
Biden, 75, has endorsed 
Democratic congressional 
candidate Joe Cunning¬ 
ham and even waded into 
a down-ballot race, back¬ 
ing the party's pick for state 
treasurer. Earlier this year, 
he spoke at an NAACP 
gathering. 

Vermont independent Sen. 
Bernie Sanders, another 
possible Democratic con¬ 
tender, is also returning. On 


Oct. 20, he’ll take part in a 
rally with the state’s arm of 
Our Revolution, an offshoot 
of Sanders' campaign. He 
was soundly defeated in 
2016 by ultimate Demo¬ 
cratic nominee Hillary Clin¬ 
ton, earning just 26% of the 
vote. 

Sanders' visit has made 
clear that divisions still exist 
among the state’s Demo¬ 
crats following the bruising 
2016 primary. The day after 
his visit was announced, 
some of the party's young 
leaders called the trip “ex¬ 
tremely selfish” and self- 
serving, as Sanders hadn't 
been invited by any can¬ 
didate on this fall's ballots. 
One said Sanders would be 
better off if he “got lost.” 
State Rep. Justin Bam¬ 
berg, one of Sanders’ big¬ 
gest South Carolina back¬ 
ers, said the trip was more 


about continuing to push 
some of Sanders’ top is¬ 
sues, like increasing the 
minimum wage. “The man 
has never said he's running 
for president in 2020,” Bam¬ 
berg said. 

THE NEWER FACES 

A slew of fresher faces are 
also introducing them¬ 
selves to South Carolina. 
New Jersey Sen. Cory Book¬ 
er headlines a Democratic 
fundraiser in Orangeburg 
next week that will include 
many of the state's most 
prominent black leaders 
and activists. Without much 
of that backing, it’s difficult 
for any Democratic hope¬ 
ful to have much success in 
a state where black voters 
comprised 61 percent of 
2016 Democratic primary 
electorate. 

A day later, California 


Sen. Kamala Harris makes 
her first trip to South Caro¬ 
lina, with events in Colum¬ 
bia and Greenville. A few 
days before the midterm 
election, former Attorney 
General Eric Holder is set 
to speak to the Charleston 
NAACP, the same group 
Biden addressed earlier this 
year. 

Oregon Sen. Jeff Merkley, 
the only senator to back 
Sanders' 2016 bid, has 
made several trips so far. 
He’s delivering a keynote 
to state Democrats’ annual 
convention and attending 
events with Rep. Jim Cly- 
burn and as an Our Revolu¬ 
tion town hall. 

Los Angeles Mayor Eric 
Garcetti has spoken to the 
Charleston County Demo¬ 
cratic Party’s Blue Jam 
and hosted a fundraiser for 
state Democrats. 

South Bend, Indiana, Mayor 
Pete Buttigieg planned to 
campaign Friday with Cun¬ 
ningham. Montana Gov. 
Steve Bullock planned to 
do the same Saturday. Cal¬ 
ifornia Rep. Eric Swalwell 
recently campaigned with 
another Democratic con¬ 
gressional nominee, Mary 
Geren. 

Nearly a year ago. New Or¬ 
leans Mayor Mitch Landrieu 
and California Rep. Adam 
Schiff spoke at a party con¬ 
ference. Maryland Rep. 
John Delaney, the only 
Democrat who has already 
launched his 2020 presi¬ 
dential bid, has visited the 
state multiple times and 
spoke at Clyburn's event in 
April. Billionaire hedge fund 
manager Tom Steyer has 
also made several trips.Q 


GOP office vandalized ahead of far-right event 


NEW YORK (AP) — Vandals 
damaged a Republican 
office in Manhattan ahead 
of a planned appearance 
Friday night by the founder 
of a far-right men's organi¬ 
zation. 

Damage to the Metropoli¬ 
tan Republican Club in¬ 
cluded smashed windows, 
a spray-painted door and 
a keypad lock covered in 
glue, according to state 
party officials. 

The damage was discov¬ 


ered Friday. A note left at 
the scene claimed that the 
damage was “just the be¬ 
ginning.” 

The club, a longtime gath¬ 
ering place for Republi¬ 
cans, is scheduled to host 
an appearance Friday 
night by Gavin Mclnnes, 
a co-founder of Vice Me¬ 
dia and founder of the 
Proud Boys, a male-only 
organization that describes 
its members as “western 
chauvinists."The note left 


at the club did not men¬ 
tion Mclnnes specifically, 
but accused Republicans 
of inviting “a hipster-fascist 
clown to dance for them, 
content to revel in their 
treachery against human¬ 
ity.” 

Though the note also took 
aim at Democrats, call¬ 
ing them the Republicans’ 
“spineless partners-in- 
crime.” 

Republican leaders called 
on Democrats to denounce 


the vandalism, saying Gov. 
Andrew Cuomo and oth¬ 
ers have a responsibility to 
urge calm. 

“This type of political vio¬ 
lence and rank vandal¬ 
ism is unacceptable," said 
Cuomo’s GOP challenger, 
Dutchess County Execu¬ 
tive Marc Molinaro. “We 
are one nation and one 
state. We must not revert to 
violence under any circum¬ 
stances." 

In response, Geoff Berman, 


the executive director of 
the New York State Demo¬ 
cratic Committee, said his 
party has “zero tolerance 
for violence." 

“This type of divisiveness is 
repugnant to everything 
we believe as New York¬ 
ers,” he said, before turning 
his criticism on Republicans. 
“That being said, Ed Cox 
and Marc Molinaro’s rheto¬ 
ric on this is wildly inappro¬ 
priate. We need less hate 
and division - not more.'O 
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Border Patrol misconduct 
stats point to Texas 


This file photo provided by the Webb County Sheriff’s Office 
shows Juan David Ortiz, a U.S. Border Patrol supervisor who was 
jailed Sunday, Sept. 16, 2018, on a $2.5 million bond in Texas. 

Associated Press 


By COLLEEN LONG and NO- 
MAAN MERCHANT 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — The 

Border Patrol sector in Lar¬ 
edo, Texas — where two 
agents were accused this 
year of multiple murders 
in separate cases — disci¬ 
plined employees more on 
average over two years 
than any other major sec¬ 
tor, according to data 
released by U.S. Customs 
and Border Protection on 
Friday. 

The findings were part of a 
comprehensive look at mis¬ 
conduct at the 60,000-em¬ 
ployee law enforcement 
agency that includes the 
Border Patrol. The data 
showed overall there was 
a decline in substantiated 
complaints of misconduct 
and fewer arrests of agents 
between the budget years 
2016 and 2017. 

“The disciplinary reports 
show that the vast major¬ 
ity of CBP agents and of¬ 
ficers exemplify our core 
values, perform their duties 
with integrity, and that ev¬ 
ery employee is account¬ 
able to upholding the high 
standards of professional 
conduct both on and off- 
duty,” said Melvin Harris, 
deputy assistant commis¬ 
sioner of human resources 
management at CBP. 

The data do not include 
2018. But they showed the 
Laredo sector, one of the 
nation's largest, was expe¬ 
riencing disciplinary issues 
even before the high-pro¬ 
file cases. 

According to the reports, 
there were 435 instances 
where an agent in Laredo 
was dismissed, suspended, 
demoted or given an¬ 


other form of discipline in 
the 2016 and 2017 budget 
years. 

The average rate of disci¬ 
plinary actions in Laredo 
was 11.3 per 100 employ¬ 
ees in the 2016 fiscal year 
and rose to 13 per 100 em¬ 
ployees in 2017. In both 
years, Laredo was above 
the national average for 
those years, which was 8.1 
and 7.4, respectively. 
Laredo had the second- 
highest rate of any sector 
in 2016, behind only Miami, 
a comparatively small sec¬ 
tor with no land border to 
patrol. 

It had the highest rate of 
all sectors in 2017. It had al¬ 
most the same number of 
disciplinary incidents that 
year as the neighboring 
Rio Grande Valley sector, 
which is the nation's busiest 
corridor for unauthorized 
crossings and has nearly 
twice as many employees. 
Last month, Laredo agent 
Juan David Ortiz was ar¬ 
rested and accused of tar¬ 
geting women believed to 
be prostitutes in what pros¬ 
ecutors say is the work of a 
serial killer. He has been ac¬ 
cused of killing four wom¬ 
en, and prosecutors say 
he likely used his service 
weapon in the crimes. Ortiz 
has not yet been indicted 
and his attorney didn’t im¬ 
mediately respond to a 
message seeking com¬ 
ment. 

And Ronald Anthony Bur- 
gos-Aviles, another super¬ 
visory agent, was arrested 
in April and charged with 
capital murder on alle¬ 
gations that he killed a 
27-year-old woman with 
whom he was romantically 
involved, as well as their 


1-year-old son. Prosecutors 
are seeking the death pen¬ 
alty. Burgos-Aviles pleaded 
not guilty. 

Border Patrol officials have 
said the suspects were out¬ 
liers who do not represent 
the agency or the sector. 
The same sector also drew 
attention in May after the 
Border Patrol changed its 
story about why an agent 
shot and killed a 19-year- 
old Guatemalan woman, 
Claudia Gomez Gonza¬ 
lez, who had crossed the 
border near Laredo. Of¬ 
ficials initially claimed the 
agent had been attacked 
“by multiple subjects us¬ 
ing blunt objects,” only to 
revise that statement two 
days later and remove the 
claim. 

Customs and Border Pro¬ 
tection is the largest U.S. 
law enforcement agency 
and is tasked with enforc¬ 
ing immigration and trade 
laws. The largest compo¬ 
nents are the Border Patrol, 
whose agents arrest peo¬ 
ple caught crossing the 
border illegally between 
ports of entry, and the Of¬ 
fice of Field Operations, 
which manages the ports. 
The data released Friday 
are part of an overall ef¬ 
fort by Customs and Bor¬ 
der Protection to increase 
transparency and hold em¬ 
ployees more accountable 
for misconduct following 


criticism over what some 
lawmakers and reform ad¬ 
vocates said was a lack 
of oversight of agents and 
a culture that condoned 
abuse and misconduct. 
About 155 employees 
were removed during 2016 
and 2017 over misconduct 
claims. Scores more retired. 
The reports do not specify 
what claims prompted the 
removals. 

About 250 employees were 
arrested on criminal charg¬ 
es during the budget year 
2016 and 245 in 2017, for 
crimes including corrup¬ 
tion, drugs and alcohol and 
sexual misconduct. Those 
numbers declined from 336 
during 2012. 

Despite the decline, the ar¬ 
rests are a continued con¬ 
cern for the department, 
which is working to address 
the problem, according to 


This undated photo provided 
by the Laredo Police 
Department shows Ronald 
Anthony Burgo Aviles. 

Associated Press 

the reports. 

Officers and agents are us¬ 
ing deadly force less, and 
non-lethal force, like pep¬ 
per spray, is also down dra¬ 
matically. Officials say it's 
due in part to revamped 
training on how and when 
to use force. □ 
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Tyndall Air Force Base sustains ‘catastrophic’ damage 



An airplane hanger at Tyndall Air Force Base is damaged from hurricane Michael in Panama City, 
Fla., Thursday, Oct. 11, 2018. 


TYNDALL AIR FORCE BASE, 
Fla. (AP) — Tyndall Air Force 
Base suffered catastrophic 
damage when Hurricane 
Michael tore through the 
Florida Panhandle, ripping 
roofs off airplane hangars, 
tossing vehicles around a 
parking lot and leaving a 
fighter jet that had been on 
display flipped over on the 
ground. 

The home to the nation’s 
325th Fighter Wing “took a 
beating,” Col. Brian Laid- 
law said in a letter posted 
Thursday night to the 3,600 
men and women stationed 
at the base located 12 
miles (19 kilometers) east of 
Panama City. The Air Force 
evacuated the base in ad¬ 
vance of the storm’s arrival 
Wednesday afternoon. 

“I will not recall you and 
your families until we can 
guarantee your safety. At 
this time I can’t tell you how 
long that will take, but I’m 
on it,” Laidlaw wrote. “We 
need to restore basic utili¬ 
ties, clear our roads of trees 
and power lines, and as¬ 
sess the structural integrity 
of our buildings. I know that 
you are eager to return. I 
ask you to be patient and 
try to focus on taking care 
of your families and each 
other.” 

The evacuations were or¬ 
dered Monday and every¬ 


one except the “ride-out” 
team left the base by Tues¬ 
day afternoon. Michael 
was a strong Category 4 
hurricane as it lashed the 
base, which is between 
Panama City and Mexico 
Beach. 

On Thursday, Air Force of¬ 
ficials conducted the first 
aerial assessment of the 
base and found extensive 
damage. A report posted 
on the base website said 
the flight line is devastated 
and every building on the 


base suffered severe dam¬ 
age, with many considered 
a complete loss. In addi¬ 
tion, the Tyndall marina, 
the drone runway and Tyn¬ 
dall Elementary School sus¬ 
tained severe damage. 

A number of aircraft were 
left in the hangars due to 
safety or maintenance rea¬ 
sons and all of the hangars 
are damaged, said Ann 
Stefanek, a spokeswoman 
for the Air Force. “We an¬ 
ticipate the aircraft parked 
inside may be damaged 


Associated Press 

as well, but we won't know 
the extent until our crews 
can safely enter those han¬ 
gars and make an assess¬ 
ment." 

The 325th Fighter Wing flies 
the F-22 stealth fighter, the 
most expensive fighter jet 
in the Air Force arsenal at 
about $339 million per air¬ 
craft. 

“The Air Force remains 
capable of executing its 
combat mission across the 
world with aircraft from oth¬ 
er bases, as well as those 


that were evacuated from 
Tyndall in advance of the 
hurricane,” Stefanek said. 
Florida’s two U.S. senators, 
Democrat Bill Nelson and 
Republican Marco Rubio, 
said in a letter Friday to top 
Air Force officials they want 
detailed assessments of the 
money and other support 
needed to repair the base, 
restore operations and as¬ 
sist base personnel. 

“We are committed to its 
full recovery and we look 
forward to working with you 
to achieve that goal,” the 
letter said. 

Meanwhile, Air Force Spe¬ 
cial Tactics Airmen with 
the 23rd Special Tactics 
Squadron have returned 
to controlling air traffic at 
Tyndall, according to a 
news release from the Air 
Force. They received the 
first airplane at 7:06 p.m. 
Thursday. Officials say the 
opened runway will help 
allow aircraft with sup¬ 
plies and food to land for 
distribution in the Florida 
Panhandle. Evacuees who 
took base transportation 
to Maxwell Air Force Base 
in Montgomery, Alabama, 
were restricted to one large 
luggage piece per fam¬ 
ily and one carry on per 
person. They were asked 
to make sure they had 72 
hours' worth of items. □ 


Pentagon reveals cyber breach of travel records 



This March 27, 2008, file photo, shows the Pentagon in 
Washington. 


By LOLITA C. BALDOR 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — The 

Pentagon on Friday said 
there has been a cyber 
breach of Defense Depart¬ 
ment travel records that 
compromised the person¬ 
al information and credit 
card data of U.S. military 
and civilian personnel. 
According to a U.S. official 
familiar with the matter, 
the breach could have af¬ 
fected as many as 30,000 
workers, but that number 
may grow as the investiga¬ 
tion continues. The breach 
could have happened 
some months ago but was 
only recently discovered. 
The official, who spoke on 
condition of anonymity be¬ 
cause the breach is under 


investigation, said that no 
classified information was 
compromised. 

According to a Pentagon 
statement, a department 
cyber team informed lead¬ 
ers about the breach on 


Associated Press 

Oct. 4. 

Lt. Col. Joseph Buccino, a 
Pentagon spokesman, said 
the department is still gath¬ 
ering information on the 
size and scope of the hack 
and who did it. 


“It's important to under¬ 
stand that this was a breach 
of a single commercial ven¬ 
dor that provided service 
to a very small percentage 
of the total population” of 
Defense Department per¬ 
sonnel, said Buccino. 

The vendor was not identi¬ 
fied and additional details 
about the breach were not 
available. 

“The department is con¬ 
tinuing to assess the risk of 
harm and will ensure noti¬ 
fications are made to af¬ 
fected personnel,” said the 
statement, adding that af¬ 
fected individuals will be 
informed in the coming 
days and fraud protection 
services will be provided to 
them. 

Buccino said that due to se¬ 


curity reasons, the depart¬ 
ment is not identifying the 
vendor. He said the vendor 
is still under contract, but 
the department “has taken 
steps to have the vendor 
cease performance under 
its contracts.” 

Disclosure of the breach 
comes on the heels of a 
federal report released 
Tuesday that concluded 
that military weapons pro¬ 
grams are vulnerable to 
cyberattacks and the Pen¬ 
tagon has been slow to 
protect the systems. And it 
mirrors a number of other 
breaches that have hit fed¬ 
eral government agencies 
in recent years, exposing 
health data, personal infor¬ 
mation, and social security 
numbers. □ 
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Lawsuit: Man convicted after 
mother rejected ‘dirty cop’ 



In this Oct. 13, 2017, file photo, Lamonte McIntyre, who was 
imprisoned for 23 years for a 1994 double murder in Kansas that 
he always said he didn't commit, walks out of a courthouse 
in Kansas City, Kan., with his mother, Rosie McIntyre, after 
Wyandotte County District Attorney Mark A. Dupree, Sr. dropped 
the charges. 
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By HEATHER HOLLINSWORTH 
Associated Press 
KANSAS CITY, Mo. (AP) — A 

Kansas man who spent 23 
years in prison for a double 
murder he didn't commit 
was targeted because his 
mother rebuffed a homi¬ 
cide detective’s sexual ad¬ 
vances and was convicted 
after a bogus police investi¬ 
gation, according to a law¬ 
suit . 

Lamonte McIntyre, 42, 
and his 64-year-old mother 
Rose Lee McIntyre filed the 
lawsuit Thursday in federal 
court. 

McIntyre was 17 in 1994 
when he was arrested in 
Kansas City in the deaths 
of 21-year-old Doniel Quinn 
and 34-year-old Donald 
Ewing. They were shot in 
broad daylight in a drug- 
infested neighborhood. 
McIntyre was sentenced to 
two life sentences in their 


deaths, but he was freed 
last year after the district at¬ 
torney found he had been 
subject to a “manifest injus¬ 
tice” in the case. 

No physical evidence 
linked McIntyre to the 
crime and he didn't know 
the victims. The suit blames 
his arrest on a “dirty cop “ 
identified as Roger Golub- 
ski, who “used the power of 
his badge to exploit vulner¬ 
able black women.” 
Golubski, who rose through 
the ranks to detective and 
captain before retiring, co¬ 
erced Rose Lee McIntyre 
into oral sex in a police sta¬ 
tion after a traffic stop in the 
late 1980s and harassed her 
so much when she rebuffed 
additional advances that 
she moved and changed 
her phone number. The 
double homicide investiga¬ 
tion quickly focused on her 
son, even though he was 


taller and had shorter hair 
than the initial witness de¬ 
scriptions. The suit said the 
investigation involved “no 
bona fide police work.” 
Golubski helped one wit¬ 
ness find a new apartment 
in exchange for falsely 
identifying the teen and 
threatened to have her 
children taken away if she 
didn’t testify, the suit says. 
The lawsuit says the real 
killer was a drug enforcer 
known as “Monster,” who 
is currently serving a 33- 
year sentence for murder 
and drug offenses. The suit 
said Golubski also worked 
closely with drug kingpins 
to protect their interests in 
exchange for money or 
drugs, which he would use 
to buy sex. 

“Whether to retaliate 
against Rose McIntyre for 
spurning his advances, to 
protect Monster's drug 


bosses from prosecution, 
to quickly close a double 
homicide, or all three, Gol¬ 
ubski, his-co-investigators, 
and his supervisors framed 
Lamonte McIntyre for the 
crimes,” the suit said, add¬ 
ing that the victims' families 
believed Lamonte McIntyre 
was innocent throughout. 
Kansas City, Kansas, police 
Chief Terry Zeigler, who is 


not a party in the lawsuit, 
said in a statement posted 
on Facebook Friday that 
the department never re¬ 
ceived complaints from 
outside or inside the depart¬ 
ment regarding the allega¬ 
tions in the lawsuit, so a po¬ 
lice investigation never oc¬ 
curred. Fie said the FBI has 
investigated but provided 
no further information. □ 


Man likely got ‘brain-eating amoeba’ at Texas resort 


WACO, Texas (AP) — A 

New Jersey man who died 
from a rare “brain-eating 
amoeba “ was likely ex¬ 
posed to it during his visit 
to a Texas water resort last 
month, health officials said 
Friday. 

The Waco-McLennan 
County Public Health Dis¬ 
trict said testing done by the 
Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention found evi¬ 
dence of Naegleria fowleri 
— a rare but deadly amoe¬ 
ba that can cause a brain 
infection — at one of the 
four attractions at the BSR 


Cable Park and Surf Resort 
in Waco, and conditions fa¬ 
vorable for its growth at the 
other three. 

Health officials said the 
amoeba was found at the 
attraction that’s a natural 
body of water, but it’ll re¬ 
main open because risk 
of exposure is considered 
the same as at any natural 
body of water. But officials 
added that the other three 
attractions won’t reopen 
until “all health and safety 
issues” are addressed. 
Fabrizio Stabile , 29, died 
Sept. 21 after contracting 



In this July 14 2018, file photo, a surfer takes a spill while battling 
the waves at the BSR Surf resort near Waco, Texas. 

Associated Press 


the deadly amoeba. 
People are usually infected 
when contaminated water 
enters the body through 
the nose, according to the 
CDC. The CDC reports the 
amoeba is usually found in 
warm freshwater, such as 
lakes, rivers or hot springs. 
The New Jersey Depart¬ 
ment of Health said the 
man had visited the park 
on Sept. 8. Symptoms gen¬ 
erally start about five days 
after infection, with death 
occurring about five days 
later, according to the 
CDC.Q 
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Students protest Italy’s spending plans, burning effigies 



Students march during a protest in Rome, Friday, Oct.12, 2018. Italian students across the country 
demonstrated against the failure of the government's spending plans to include promised 
allocations for schools, in the first widespread show of dissident against the new populist 
government. 

Associated Press 


By COLLEEN BARRY 
Associated Press 
MILAN (AP) — Students 
across Italy demonstrated 
against the government’s 
education funding plans, 
in the first widespread show 
of dissidence against the 
new populist government. 
Students demonstrated in 
50 cities, including some 
3,000 who ended their pro¬ 
test outside the Education 
Ministry in Rome. Hundreds 
gathered in the northern 
city of Turin, where protest¬ 
ers burned effigies of dep¬ 
uty premiers Matteo Salvini 
and Luigi Di Maio. 

A student leader told Ra¬ 
dio 24 that the education 
ministry had not accepted 
their request to meet. 

“We reject the ‘savings' 
campaign regarding 

schools,” said Giammarco 
Manfreda, a protest lead¬ 
er. “If the government isn’t 
afraid of change, show it 
by investing in education.” 
Students were critical of a 
lack of funds for textbooks, 
transport and improve¬ 
ments to school buildings, 
many of which have not un¬ 
dergone serious upgrades 
in years due to spending 
cuts. Students also protest¬ 
ed for the right of children 
of foreigners born in Italy 


to be granted automatic 
citizenship, and not wait 
until their 18th birthdays to 
apply, and against sugges¬ 
tions by Salvini to restart the 
draft. 

Salvini reacted angrily to 
the protests, saying that 
burning effigies and hang¬ 
ing them on street lamps “is 
disgusting." 


“These ‘democratic’ stu¬ 
dents, coddled by social 
centers and by some pro¬ 
fessors, need many lessons 
in civic education,” Salvini 
said on Twitter. 

Di Maio, who is economic 
development and labor 
minister, responded by say¬ 
ing that the ministry's doors 
were open. “Let’s build a 


new school together," he 
said. 

The Italian parliament has 
approved the govern¬ 
ment's spending plan, 
which includes money to 
roll back a pension reform, 
to offer a basic salary to 
some job-seekers and to 
lower taxes. All of these 
measures were top cam¬ 


paign promises. 

The government calculates 
that the boost in spending 
will increase its deficit to 
2.4 percent of GDP, which 
has worried investors and 
other countries that share 
the euro as a currency with 
Italy. 

Italy’s economy minister 
has been attempting to 
reassure international part¬ 
ners, most recently meeting 
with the U.S. Treasury Secre¬ 
tary on the sidelines of an 
IMF-World Bank meeting in 
Bali. 

The Economics Ministry 
said in a statement Friday 
that Giovanni Tria told his 
U.S. counterpart, Steven 
Mnuchin, during a meeting 
in Bali that the aim of the 
2019 budget is “to reinforce 
growth in the Italian econ¬ 
omy.” 

Italy’s plan to boost spend¬ 
ing has created concern 
that the eurozone's third- 
largest economy won’t be 
able to bring down its high 
debt. Italy insists that the 
measures will boost eco¬ 
nomic growth, eventually 
bringing the deficit back 
down, but investors ap¬ 
pear skeptical. They have 
pushed up Italy’s borrow¬ 
ing costs in bond markets, 
a sign of caution.Q 


France’s Le Pen meets Bannon, changes mind on offer to help 



In this March 11, 2018 file photo, French far right leader Marine 
Le Pen delivers a speech during the weekend's party congress 
in Lille, northern France. 

Associated Press 


By ELAINE GANLEY 
Associated Press 
PARIS (AP) — Marine Le 
Pen, the French far-right 
leader, has met with for¬ 
mer White House strategist 
Steve Bannon and signaled 
her interest in his project 
to help European populist 
parties. 

Louis Aliot, a vice presi¬ 
dent of Le Pen’s National 
Rally party who is also her 
companion, said Friday on 
BFMTV station that she met 
with Bannon a day earlier in 
Paris. 

According to Aliot, Bannon 
wants to provide “techni¬ 
cal assistance” for nation¬ 
alist parties ahead of next 
year’s European elections 
but that he “doesn’t want 
to play a (political) role.” 
Two years on from help¬ 
ing to mastermind Donald 
Trump's successful cam¬ 


paign to become U.S. 
president, Bannon has his 
sights set on Europe and he 
is planning a foundation, 
called The Movement, to 
boost far-right parties. 
“We’re not going to say 


‘no’,” Aliot said with regard 
to getting help. 

Le Pen’s apparent inter¬ 
est in working with Ban¬ 
non stands in marked con¬ 
trast to comments earlier 
this week when she said 


that only European voices 
should “shape the political 
forces... to save Europe.” 
Meanwhile, Le Pen’s le¬ 
gal situation grew murkier 
on Friday as investigative 
judges upped preliminary 
charges against her over 
the alleged misuse of Eu¬ 
ropean Union funds by her 
and her party. 

Le Pen stepped down from 
her post as a European 
parliamentary deputy to 
become a French lawmak¬ 
er after last year's legisla¬ 
tive elections, but remains 
shadowed by the case 
in which some 15 people 
have been placed under 
investigation, including Al¬ 
iot. 

On Friday, a judicial official 
said Le Pen was now being 
charged with misappropri¬ 
ation of public funds rather 
than breach of trust. The of¬ 


ficial wasn’t authorized to 
speak publicly and asked 
for anonymity. 

Le Pen has other legal is¬ 
sues to contend with, one 
notable one with regard 
to her posting of photos on 
Twitter in December 2015 
that showed executions 
by IS extremists. She was 
handed preliminary charg¬ 
es in March for distribution 
of violent images. Le Pen 
posted the images after 
the November 2015 Paris 
attacks by IS that killed 130 
people. 

Le Pen said Friday that an 
investigation has also been 
opened over her Septem¬ 
ber Twitter post of a court 
document ordering she 
submit to a psychiatric 
exam in the case. 

“This judicial harassment is 
becoming terrifying!” she 
tweeted Friday.Q 
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Missing Saudi writer had big plans for his troubled region 


By SARAH EL DEEB 
Associated Press 
BEIRUT (AP) — The Saudi 
contributor to the Washing¬ 
ton Post who went missing 
more than a week ago and 
is feared dead had major 
plans, including a string of 
new projects to promote 
inclusiveness and account¬ 
ability lacking around the 
Arab world, his friends say. 
Jamal Khashoggi, a prolific 
writer and commentator, 
was working quietly with 
intellectuals, reformists and 
Islamists to launch a group 
called Democracy for the 
Arab World Now. He want¬ 
ed to set up a media watch 
organization to keep track 
of press freedom. 

He also planned to launch 
an economic-focused 
website to translate inter¬ 
national reports into Arabic 
to bring sobering realities to 
a population often hungry 
for real news, not propa¬ 
ganda. 

Part of Khashoggi’s ap¬ 
proach was to include po¬ 
litical Islamists in what he 
saw as democracy build¬ 
ing. That — along with his 
sharp criticisms of the king¬ 
dom's crackdowns on crit¬ 
ics, its war in Yemen and 
its policy on Iran — put him 
at odds with the rulers of 
Saudi Arabia, which deep¬ 
ly opposes Islamists like the 
Muslim Brotherhood, see¬ 
ing them as a threat. 

The Saudi journalist, whose 
60th birthday is this week¬ 
end, had also person¬ 
al plans. He bought an 
apartment in Istanbul and 
planned to marry the day 
after he disappeared. He 
planned to commute be¬ 
tween Istanbul and his 
home in Virginia. 

Khashoggi entered the 
Saudi consulate in Istan¬ 
bul on Oct.2 and has yet 
to emerge. Turkish officials 
believe he was killed in side 
the building by a death 



Yasin Aktay, an advisor to Turkey’s President Recep Tayyip Erdogan speaks to The Associated 
Press next to an empty chair with a picture of Saudi writer Jamal Khashoggi placed on it, at 
London-based TV station al-Hewar, in Istanbul, late Thursday, Oct. 11, 2018. 

Associated Press 


squad that flew in from 
Saudi Arabia. 

A friend and neighbor in 
the United States, where 
Khashoggi had a condo 
since 2008, said the Saudi 
writer had the contacts 
and resources to make his 
plans work. 

“He had the wisdom of a 
60-year-old. He had the 
energy and a creativity of 
a 20-something,” he said, 
asking to remain anony¬ 
mous out of respect for 
Khashoggi’s family. 
Khashoggi had incorpo¬ 
rated his democracy ad¬ 
vocacy group, DAWN, in 
January in Delaware, said 
Khaled Saffuri, another 
friend. The group was still 
in the planning stages, and 
Khashoggi was working on 
it quietly, likely concerned 
it could cause trouble for 
associates, including activ¬ 
ists in the Gulf, Saffuri said. 
The project was expected 
to reach out to journalists 
and lobby for change, rep¬ 
resenting both Islamists and 
liberals, said another friend, 


Azzam Tamimi, a promi¬ 
nent Palestinian-British ac¬ 
tivist and TV presenter. 
Tamimi had planned to in¬ 
terview Khashoggi about 
the project on his show on 
Thursday, airing from Istan¬ 
bul. Instead, the show was 
held with an empty chair 
with Khashoggi’s picture 
on it as guests discussed 
the case. 

“Democracy is currently 
being slaughtered every¬ 


where. He wanted to alert 
Western public opinion to 
the dangers of remain¬ 
ing silent in the face of the 
assassination of democ¬ 
racy,” Tamimi told the AP. 
“The Muslim Brothers and 
Islamists were the biggest 
victims of the foiled Arab 
spring.” 

Tamimi said he and 
Khashoggi had set up a 
similar pro-democracy 
project together in 1992 


when they first met. It was 
called Friends of Democ¬ 
racy in Algeria, he said, 
and followed the botched 
elections in Algeria, which 
the government annulled 
to avert an imminent Is¬ 
lamist victory. Khashoggi 
spoke out against power¬ 
ful ultraconservative clerics 
in Saudi Arabia. He was a 
voice of reform when Saudi 
Arabia came under intense 
criticism following the 9/11 
attacks, in which a dozen 
Saudis were implicated. 
When Sunni Islamists rose 
to power in other parts of 
the region, Khashoggi was 
pragmatic. He argued that 
the future of the region 
can't be without Islamists 
and denounced govern¬ 
ments' crackdowns on 
them. He argued the most 
effective way to challenge 
Iran's growing influence in 
the region is by allowing 
Sunni political Islam—a rival 
to Shiite Iran— to be repre¬ 
sented in governments. 
Khashoggi was to marry his 
Turkish fiancee on Oct. 3. 
He visited the Saudi con¬ 
sulate several days before 
he disappeared, and they 
asked him to return on Oct. 
2 to pick up his divorce pa¬ 
pers, necessary to legalize 
his new marriage in Turkey, 
Tamimi said. □ 
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IS reverting to insurgency tactics after losing caliphate 


lapse of the supposed ca- rity forces have begun a It's not clear how many mil- 
liphate came in late July, broad operation in the itants are still fighting with 
when dozens of masked IS western province of Anbar IS. A United Nations report 
fighters stormed the south- that borders Syria to take released in August said IS 
ern city of Sweida and out IS sleeper cells. has up to 30,000 members 



In this undated file image posted on Monday, June 30, 2014, by the Raqqa Media Center of the 
Islamic State group, fighters from the Islamic State group parade in Raqqa, north Syria. 
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By BASSEM MROUE 
Associated Press 
BEIRUT (AP) — After being 
nearly defeated on the 
battlefields of its would-be 
caliphate, the Islamic State 
group has reverted to what 
it was before its spectacu¬ 
lar conquests in 2014, ana¬ 
lysts say — a shadowy insur¬ 
gent network that targets 
civilian populations with 
guerrilla-style attacks and 
exploits state weaknesses 
to incite sectarian strife. 

In Iraq and Syria, hardly 
a week goes by without 
the group staging an at¬ 
tack on a town or village, 
keeping its opponents on 
edge even as it fights U.S.- 
backed forces advancing 
on the last remaining slice 
of territory under its control 
near the countries’ shared 
border. 

Hisham al-Hashimi, an IS 
expert who advises the 
Iraqi government, said the 
group now operates like it 
did in 2010, before its rise in 
Iraq, which culminated four 
years later with the militants 
seizing one of Iraq's big¬ 
gest cities, Mosul, and also 
claiming the city of Raqqa 
in Syria and declaring an 
Islamic caliphate across 
large areas of both coun¬ 
tries. 

Al-Hashimi said the world’s 
most dangerous insurgent 
group is trying to prove that 
despite losing its territorial 
hold, “it still has long arms 
to strike." 

While it fends off attacks 
on its remaining pockets 
in Syria, a recent surge in 
false claims of responsibil¬ 
ity for attacks also signals 
that the group is struggling 
to stay relevant after losing 
its proto-state and its domi¬ 
nance on the international 
news agenda. The main 
figures behind the group's 
once sleek propaganda 
machine have mostly been 
killed. Raqqa fell a year 
ago this month, and the 
group has lost all but 2 per¬ 
cent of the territory it held 
in Iraq and Syria. 

There are concerns, how¬ 
ever, that while IS may 
never be able to recreate 
the kind of territorial hold 
it once had, it is trying to 
latch on to new territory. 
One of the group's dead¬ 
liest attacks since the col- 


nearby villages inhabited 
by members of Syria's Dru- 
ze minority, gunning down 
more than 200 people and 
kidnapping about 30, most¬ 
ly women and children. 

The ambush shook the 
community, which had 
stayed on the sidelines of 
Syria’s seven-year civil war 
and took many by surprise, 
raising fears that as the 
militants are on the retreat, 
they will try to regroup in 
remote pockets of territory 
like this once quiet corner 
of the country. 

Last month, IS fighters 
stormed the northern Iraqi 
village of Gharib, killing 
three villagers and wound¬ 
ing nine after residents re¬ 
fused to collaborate with 
them and give them sup¬ 
plies such as food and am¬ 
munition. Last week, IS at¬ 
tacked the village of Saa- 
diyeh, south of the northern 
Iraqi city of Mosul, killing 
three and abducting one. 
The group regularly stages 
attacks in villages in the 
provinces of Diyala, Sala- 
huddin and Kirkuk and 
elsewhere, targeting local 
officials or police because 
they work for the state. 

Iraqi military spokesman 
Big. Gen. Yahya Rasoul 
said this week that secu- 


Analysts warn that this 
could be the beginning of 
a new resurgence of the 
group similar to the one 
that preceded their rise in 
2010, after many thought 
the group’s predecessor, 
the Islamic State in Iraq, 
had been defeated during 
the U.S. surge there in 2007. 
Hassan Hassan, senior re¬ 
search fellow at George 
Washington University's Pro¬ 
gram on Extremism, wrote 
in a recent article that IS 
has been able to undergo 
an orderly transition from 
caliphate to insurgency 
without fracturing. 

Last month, U.S.-backed 
Syrian fighters of the Syrian 
Democratic Forces began 
a final push to retake Ha- 
jin, the last pocket held by 
IS on the eastern banks of 
the Euphrates River near 
the Iraq border. They have 
had to advance slowly as 
the extremists rely on mines, 
snipers fire and suicide at¬ 
tacks in defending their po¬ 
sitions. 

Clashes this week in the Syr¬ 
ian village of Sousah left 
more than two dozen fight¬ 
ers on both sides dead as 
IS fighters took advantage 
of a sandstorm and bad 
visibility to attack SDF posi¬ 
tions. 


distributed roughly equally 
between Syria and Iraq, 
and said its global network 
increasingly poses a threat. 
The U.N. report said that 
despite the defeat of IS in 
Iraq and most of Syria, it is 
likely that a reduced “co¬ 
vert version” of the militant 
group’s “core” will survive 
in both countries, with sig¬ 
nificant affiliated support¬ 
ers in Afghanistan, Libya, 
Southeast Asia and West 
Africa. 

“Make no mistake about 
it, as (IS) has collapsed in¬ 
ward, in their own way, 
they have reinforced a 
center as they’ve been 
forced into what is now less 
than 2 percent of their origi¬ 
nal territory,” U.S. Defense 
Secretary Jim Mattis said in 
Paris earlier this month. 
Many are concerned that 
while the United States, 
working with local allies, 
was able to destroy the 
physical caliphate relative¬ 
ly quickly, it did not fix gov¬ 
erning problems that origi¬ 
nally created the opportu¬ 
nity for IS to emerge, includ¬ 
ing frustrations among the 
Sunni populations of both 
countries. 

“ISIS is waging an effective 
campaign to re-establish 
durable support zones while 


raising funds and rebuild¬ 
ing command-and-control 
over its remnant forces,” 
said a recent report by the 
Institute for the Study of 
War, using an alternative 
acronym for IS. “ISIS could 
regain sufficient strength 
to mount a renewed in¬ 
surgency that once again 
threatens to overmatch lo¬ 
cal security forces in both 
Iraq and Syria.” 

In August, following months 
of conflicting reports on 
whether he was alive, IS 
released a new audio mes¬ 
sage, purportedly of its 
shadowy leader Abu Bakr 
al-Baghdadi, the first such 
recording to emerge in al¬ 
most a year. The speaker 
urged followers to “perse¬ 
vere" and continue fight¬ 
ing the group's enemies. 

He also urged supporters in 
the West to carry out more 
attacks, adding that each 
“operation in your land 
equals a thousand” in the 
Middle East. 

The group appears overly 
eager to claim responsibility 
for attacks in the West and 
regularly claims responsi¬ 
bility through its Aamaq 
news agency for attacks in 
Syria, Iraq, Afghanistan and 
Egypt and countries as far 
as Nigeria and France. 

In August, shortly after news 
broke out of a man killing 
two people in France, IS 
claimed responsibility for 
the attack. It later became 
clear that the man was 
mentally disturbed and 
had family disputes. 

Last month, IS claimed re¬ 
sponsibility an attack in 
Iran’s Ahvaz region, but ini¬ 
tially made factually incor¬ 
rect claims about it. Later, 
IS released footage of sev¬ 
eral men that Iran ultimate¬ 
ly identified as attackers, 
though the men in the foot¬ 
age are not known to have 
pledged allegiance to the 
extremist group.Q 
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Indonesian president says trade wars too destructive 



Indonesia's President Joko Widodo delivers his speech during the opening of International 
Monetary Fund (IMF) World Bank annual meetings in Bali, Indonesia on Friday, Oct. 12, 2018. 

Associated Press 


By ELAINE KURTENBACH 

Associated Press 

NUSA DUA, Indonesia (AP) 

— Indonesian President 
Joko “Jokowi” Widodo 
added to a chorus of criti¬ 
cism Friday over trade fric¬ 
tion between the U.S. and 
China, telling financial 
leaders gathered in Bali, 
Indonesia, that victory in a 
trade war would be point¬ 
less in a “sinking world." 
Widodo's comments at the 
annual meeting of the In¬ 
ternational Monetary Fund 
and World Bank came as 
share markets rebounded 
after The Wall Street Jour¬ 
nal and Washington Post 
reported that U.S. President 
Donald Trump and Chinese 
President Xi Jinping may 
meet at the Group of 20 
summit in Buenos Aires, Ar¬ 
gentina, late next month. 
Much attention at the fi¬ 
nance meetings in this 
tropical resort has focused 
on threats to growth from 
the uncertainty and disrup¬ 
tions associated with trade 
friction. A bout of turmoil in 
financial markets this week 
added to the sense of ur¬ 


gency over the issue. 
Widodo, who often sprinkles 
his speeches with referenc¬ 
es to movies, underscored 
those worries in his opening 
speech as host of the IMF- 
World Bank meeting. “The 
balance of powers and 
the alliances among major 
economies are breaking 
down. Weakness in coor¬ 
dination and cooperation 
has caused many prob¬ 
lems, including the dra¬ 


matic rise in the price of 
crude oil and turmoil in the 
currency markets of devel¬ 
oping economies,” he told 
the gathering of financial 
officials, central bank gov¬ 
ernors and experts. 

Instead, attention should 
be focused on slowing 
growth and disruptions 
from new technologies that 
are turning many industries 
“upside down,” he said. 

In an allusion to the popu¬ 


lar TV series “Game of 
Thrones,” he said fighting 
among the “great hous¬ 
es” was distracting them 
from the threat of an “evil 
winter.” “Victory or defeat 
in wars always brings the 
same result — destruction,” 
he said, drawing a standing 
ovation. “It's pointless to 
become the leading econ¬ 
omy in a sinking world." 

A Chinese foreign ministry 
spokesman, Lu Kang, of¬ 


fered no specifics about a 
potential Xi-Trump meet¬ 
ing, saying only that China 
had noted the reports and 
maintains “communication 
on dialogues and exchang¬ 
es at all levels” with the U.S. 
In a statement released 
Thursday, the senior Ameri¬ 
can official in Bali, Treasury 
Secretary Steven Mnuchin, 
pointed to relatively strong 
U.S. economic indicators as 
evidence policies meant 
to nurture sustained growth 
are working. 

Fie urged the IMF to identify 
countries that use econom¬ 
ic, foreign exchange, and 
trade policies to “contrib¬ 
ute to unfair competitive 
advantages.” The Trump 
“administration is commit¬ 
ted to achieving a fair and 
reciprocal trading and in¬ 
vestment relationship with 
all of our partners, includ¬ 
ing China,” he said. “We 
welcome the IMF's work on 
tariff and non-tariff barriers, 
and we encourage the IMF 
to focus on less open trade 
regimes in order to play a 
constructive role in promot¬ 
ing global solutions.”□ 


At least 34 die in Uganda mudslides triggered by heavy rains 


By RODNEY MUHUMUZA 
Associated Press 
KAMPALA, Uganda (AP) — 

At least 34 people died in 
mudslides triggered by tor¬ 
rential rains in a mountain¬ 
ous area of eastern Ugan¬ 
da that is prone to such di¬ 
sasters, a Red Cross official 
said Friday. 

More victims were likely to 
be discovered when res¬ 
cue reams access all the 
affected areas in the foot¬ 
hills of Mount Elgon, said 


Red Cross spokeswoman 
Irene Nakasiita. 

People were killed by boul¬ 
ders and chunks of mud 
rolling down hills following a 
sustained period of heavy 
rains Thursday afternoon 
in the district of Bududa. 
Houses were destroyed in 
at least three villages, and 
in some cases only body 
parts of the victims have 
been recovered from the 
mud, she said. 

“We expect the death toll 


to increase as some people 
are still missing,” she said. 
“It’s really bad.” 

At least 31 bodies had 
been recovered and iden¬ 
tified, Owor said. 

It was difficult to establish 
the number of dead be¬ 
cause it had been a busy 
market day, lawmaker 
Godfrey Watenga Nabu- 
tanyi of Luteshe County 
told broadcaster NTV. 
“Bridges are gone. Roads 
have been cut off. 



In this image made from video, residents look at a river filled 
with mud in Bududa District, Uganda, Friday, Oct. 12, 2018. 

Associated Press 
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In El Salvador, slain archbishop long seen as saint 


By MARCOS ALEMAN, As¬ 
sociated Press 
SAN SALVADOR, El Salvador 
(AP) — Bespectacled, smil¬ 
ing and with close-cropped 
hair, the late Archbishop 
Oscar Romero’s visage 
gazes kindly from postage 
stamps, handmade busts 
on sale at the San Salva¬ 
dor cathedral, even from 
a huge black-dot mural on 
the side of the Foreign Min¬ 
istry. 

On Sunday in the Vatican, 
Pope Francis will official¬ 
ly make Romero a saint 
nearly four decades after 
he was martyred by an as¬ 
sassin’s bullet to the heart. 
But for many Salvadoran 
Roman Catholic devotees 
who already know him as 
“Saint Romero of the Amer¬ 
icas” that will only formalize 
something they have long 
known in their hearts. 

“He was a great man. He 
already was a saint,” said 
Jose David Santos, 73, in 
a recent interview before 
traveling to Rome along 
with 5,000 other Salvador¬ 
ans to be present for the 
canonization. 

“He was a great example 
of humility," added Santos, 
clad in a white shirt with 
Romero’s face imprinted 
on it. “He professed love 
for the poor man. He de¬ 
nounced injustices. He 
defended victims. He criti¬ 
cized the violence of the 
military and of the guer¬ 
rillas." Romero was slain 
March 24, 1980, a day af¬ 
ter he implored the military 
dictatorship to “cease the 
repression” against civilians 
as the country spiraled to¬ 
ward a 12-year civil war. 

At the time — and still to¬ 
day — some in conserva¬ 
tive sectors loathed him as 
a “guerrilla in a cassock" 
for sympathizing with left¬ 
ist causes. But he was and 
remains broadly popular 
among the poor and work¬ 
ing class, whom he passion¬ 
ately defended, and many 
began lionizing him almost 
immediately. 

“A real man of the people. 
... And so even prior to his 
canonization, even shortly 
after his martyrdom, we see 
this almost kind of folk-saint, 
popular-saint devotion 
springing up," said Andrew 
Chesnut, chair in Catholic 



In this Oct. 3.2018 photo, pigeons fly in front of a mural of Archbishop Oscar Arnulfo Romero, on a wall of the Metropolitan Cathedral 
in San Salvador, El Salvador. 

Associated Press 


studies at Virginia Com¬ 
monwealth University. 

“I've found a number of 
people that have tattoos 
of his image on their arms... 
a lot of popular murals and 
artwork on the streets of 
the capital,” Chesnut con¬ 
tinued. “So yeah, it's a real, 
genuine kind of grass-roots, 
working-class, popular de¬ 
votion that you don’t often 
see with a lot of other, Euro¬ 
pean-born Catholic saints.” 
The fervor for Romero is 
such that the cathedral 
crypt where his remains 
were interred can barely 
handle the thousands of pil¬ 
grims who arrive to pray in 
front of his tomb, beseech 
him for intervention or give 
thanks. Many also visit the 
hospital chapel where he 
was murdered while cel¬ 
ebrating Mass. 

Maria Isabel de Hilario 
never met Romero but is 
convinced that in 1981, the 
year after his assassination, 
he visited her on her sick¬ 
bed. 

“I didn’t know who he was, 
and he came to my bed 
at the hospital. He put his 
hand on my head and 
told me: ‘It will no longer 
be necessary for you to be 
here. You will be healed,” 


de Hilario said, weeping, 
in front of the tomb. “We 
come every Sunday to visit 
him." 

No place is more of a 
shrine to Romero than the 
Chacon family home in 
San Salvador. It was here 
that Romero sought refuge, 
watching TV and dining 
with the family to forget, 
even if briefly, the death 
threats that were mounting 
daily. 

“He would sit next to my 
father to watch soap op¬ 
eras and tell jokes, while 
they prepared his beans for 
him. He said that this was 
his family. He said this home 
was his Bethany, that he felt 
so happy that he had an 
urge to take off his shoes,” 
said Leonor Chacon, 80. 
Chacon maintains a col¬ 
lection of Romero memora¬ 
bilia — his cassock, a shirt, a 
postcard he sent the fam¬ 
ily from Mexico City’s Torre 
Latinoamericana, at that 
time the tallest skyscraper 
in Latin America — and 
hundreds have come to 
the home to hear her. On 
a recent day she showed 
a photo of him taken in 
March 1980, days before 
his death. 

“He knew that they were 


going to kill him. He told us, 
just like that. But he didn’t 
want to talk about it," said 
Chacon, who first met 
Romero in 1963 when he 
officiated her wedding. 
Romero’s assassin was 
contracted by right-wing 
death squads, but none 
of those who ordered the 
killing were ever punished, 
in part due to an amnesty 
for civil war-era crimes that 
was ruled unconstitutional 
two years ago. 

Many years after Romero's 
death. Pope Francis de¬ 
clared him a martyr killed 
because of “hatred of the 
faith,” paving the way for 
his beatification and then 
canonization. 

“It is the greatest thing we 
can have, it is the greatest 
blessing from heaven, the 
whole world acknowledg¬ 
ing his sainthood," current 
San Salvador Archbishop 
Jose Luis Escobar Alas said. 
“Because not only his per¬ 
son but his teachings as 
well are being canonized.” 
Often said to have been in¬ 
fluenced by the leftist Liber¬ 
ation Theology movement 
sweeping through the Latin 
American church at the 
time, Romero famously 
urged soldiers to disobey 


immoral commands and 
even asked President Jim¬ 
my Carter to cut off U.S. aid 
to El Salvador. 

Taking such a bold stance 
against the dictatorship, 
Chesnut said, was essen¬ 
tially “signing his death war¬ 
rant.” El Salvador's civil war 
ended with peace accords 
in 1992. But the country is 
now plagued by hyper- 
violent street gangs, and 
Chesnut said many Salva¬ 
dorans turn to Romero for 
solace from that. 

“It's still one of the most 
murderous countries on 
Earth. ... Few people have 
suffered like Salvadorans 
have in the last few de¬ 
cades,” he said. 

Esteban Fuentes, a 55-year- 
old who has been driving a 
cab for 35 years in the Sal¬ 
vadoran capital and has 
a weathered card with an 
image of Romero hanging 
from his rear-view mirror, 
agreed. 

“He has protected me from 
so much evil,” Fuentes said. 
“I started working in the 
middle of the war, and I 
came out alive. I believe 
that Romero kept me alive 
and continues to watch 
over me in these times of 
great problems.”□ 
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“Divi Resorts celebrated its Excellence Awards for the 3 rd quarter of 2018” 



ORANJESTAD — The Divi & Tamarijn All Inclusive Ho¬ 
tels, Divi & Dutch Village N.V., Divi Golf Aruba N.V. 
and Divi Phoenix Beach Resorts celebrated their Ex¬ 
cellence Awards for the 3rd quarter of 2018 with the 
theme of: We Are Divi on Thursday October 11th in the 
Alhambra ballroom! 

The afternoon started with the presentation of the 
nominees for employee and supervisor of the 3rd 
quarter for the different properties, the announce¬ 
ment of the different service anniversaries and con¬ 
cluded with 3 great dance performances by the NLG 
dancers. 

There were also 3 delicious food stations where the 
Divi employees could enjoy a taste of the different 
culinary flavors from the Caribbean, Asia, Europe and 
Latin America. 



Divi y Tamarijn All Inclu¬ 
sive Resorts | | Front of 
the house: The nominees 
for employee of the 3rd 
quarter were: Latanya 
Lake, Julio Tromp, Andres 
Patino, Jerry de Mey, Nisla- 
nys Myer, Helena Solognier 
and Renata Williams as the 
winner. And the nominees 
for supervisor of the 3rd 
quarter were: Lorena Ala- 
milla and Janine Rojas as 
the winner. 

Divi y Tamarijn All Inclu¬ 
sive Resorts | | Back of the 
house: The nominees for 
employee of the 3rd quar¬ 
ter were: Gregory Tromp, 
Giovanni Geerman, Jose 
Omar Castillo, Marciano 
de Mey and Zahaira Wer- 
leman as the winner. And 
the nominees for super¬ 
visor of the 3rd quarter 
were: Alim Bulla, Magaly 
de Nobrega, Sheldon 
Taylor, Patricio Maria and 
Dwayne Morrison as the 
winner. Celebrating their 
5th anniversary with Divi 
were: Ana Marisol Bautista, 
Patrick Franssen, Enrique 
Quintero, Josy Puche, 
Fabian Bermudez, Earny 
Stamper, Nesely Dinzey, 
Alberto Robles, Maira Mu¬ 
noz, Miguelina Martinez, 
Betsy Rivas and Arlene Le- 
onor.Celebrating their 10th 
anniversary with Divi were: 


Reynante Olivar, Charles 
Patrick Lampe, Anne Ma¬ 
rie Lake-Francis, Marcelino 
Solognier, Jorge Palomino 
and Ritha Saintine. 
Celebrating their 15th an¬ 
niversary with Divi were: 
Rudolf de Mei, William Vi¬ 
cente Ore, Juan Carlos 
Pina and Nelson Clotilde. 
Celebrating her 20th anni¬ 
versary with Divi Aruba All 
Inclusive was: Maria San¬ 
tana Herrera. 

Celebrating her 25th anni¬ 
versary with Divi Aruba All 
Inclusive was: Beatriz Dio- 
sa Uribe. Celebrating his 
30th anniversary with The 
Dutch Village was: Johnny 
Biezen. The management 
of the Divi Resorts would 
like to congratulate all of 
its nominees and winners 
of the different properties 
and also thank all the em¬ 
ployees celebrating their 
different anniversaries for 
their loyal service through¬ 
out the years. A special 
thanks to the NLG danc¬ 
ers for their wonderful per¬ 
formance and also, a big 
thanks goes to all of the 
banquet personnel and 
chefs for making this event 
a success! 

Continue with your great 
work and thank you all for 
being part of the Divifamily- 
We Are DiviO 


The nominations for the different categories for the 
different companies were as follows: 

The Dutch Village N.V.: The nominee and winner for 
employee of the 3rd quarter was Bernardo Romero. 

Divi Village I N.V.: The nominees for employee of the 
3rd quarter were: Abel Castro, Ignalis Campos, Josy 
Puche, Raquel Abreu and Virginia Thijsen - as the win¬ 
ner. And the nominee (and winner) for Supervisor of 
the 3rd quarter was Oodley Merveille. 

Divi Golf Aruba N.V.: The nominees for employee of 
the 3rd quarter were: Vanesah Carlo and Jessica Hen- 
riquez as the winner. And the nominees for supervisor 
of the 3rd quarter were: Liliana Ceballos and Freddy 
Gross as the winner. 

Divi Phoenix Beach Resort: The nominees for employ¬ 
ee of the 3rd quarter were: Aengy Restrepo, Miguel 
Perez, Ceferino Dalisay and Robert Lake as the win¬ 
ner. And the nominees for supervisor of the 3rd quar¬ 
ter were: Jose Sayin, Ramon Statie and Sebastian Su¬ 
arez as the winner. 
































SATURDAY 13 OCTOBER 


* 14 l LOCAL 



CARIBBEAN GOES TO SPACE 

A Caribbean Region Dedicated to Lifting You to the Stars 


The characterizations 
mostly connected to the 
Caribbean are “paradise” 
and Relaxation”. The re¬ 
gion provides a high level 
of ease in a world that is 
very busy and sometimes 
confined within a maze of 
confusing times. The “Ca¬ 
ribbean Lounge” may be 
the perfect ethos of the 
region. With a bit more fu¬ 
turistic view, why couldn't 
the Caribbean be a Space 
Lounge? 

The MESATIC SPACE- 
LOUNGE is the idea of iden¬ 
tifying the Caribbean as 
the primary logistic service 
point to be the facilitator 
for persons, companies and 
countries, being supported 
by the trained elite service 
representatives who assist 
facilitating space tourism, 
moon exploratory activi¬ 
ties, Mars journeys, and be¬ 
yond by using the resource 
and accommodation rich 
context of the Caribbean 
and its collaborating nation 
partners. 

There are five steps that 
might be possible scenarios 
going forward as a Carib¬ 
bean body that might help 
to achieve the goal of be¬ 
coming the primary Space 
Lounge for the world. The 
five development strate¬ 
gies are to facilitate an 
initial program team who 
would focus on setting up a 
series of action points and 
representing the scope of 
responsibilities for each re¬ 
gional partner. 

To start with. This would 
take shape by identifying 
persons or organizations 
within the region from the 
different regional nation 
groups which are for exam¬ 
ple the Dutch Caribbean, 
the French Caribbean, the 
British Caribbean, the USA 
Caribbean, and the inde¬ 
pendent and allied nation 
groups, who would work to¬ 
gether to develop this MSL- 
Program Team. 

Secondly, this MSL- Program 
Team could look at devel¬ 
oping a MSL - Capacity Ini¬ 
tiative that would identify 
which areas are significant 



to begin a preparation or a 
strategy to grow and work¬ 
ing or collaborating with 
different programs that ex¬ 
ist in the region. Basically 
establishing a SWAT analy¬ 
sis within this context, and 
then from there seeing who 
within the region or context 
would be a good partner 
to grow the human skill and 
knowledge capacity in the 
following key areas. 

If the Caribbean region 
were to become the host 
for the world in becoming 
the space lounge it would 
be important to initiate 
training and strategic in¬ 
vestment activities in the 
following areas. Working 
on and initiating processes 
that facilitate a regional 
fluid logistic movement be¬ 
tween islands, taking part 
in satellite development 
programs, growing a spe¬ 
cialized elite executive and 
event services program, 
developing initiatives that 
focuses on growing strate¬ 
gic agricultural specialists, 
and finally growing aware¬ 
ness and innovative servic¬ 
es for Artificial Intelligence 
(Al), robotics, holographic, 
and nanotechnology. 

“the Caribbean econo¬ 
mies are hampered by a 
lack of intra-regional trans¬ 
portation, and the govern¬ 


ments should work togeth¬ 
er to assess how best to de¬ 
velop an air and maritime 
travel system that meets 
the needs of the region’s 
citizens. Despite the chal¬ 
lenges, the Caribbean’s 
economic future can be 
made much brighter by 
combining the talent and 
know-how that drives the 
knowledge economy with 
the practical demands of 
today’s global service sec¬ 
tor to lay a strong econom¬ 
ic foundation for the twen¬ 
ty-first century,” according 
to a study called “Beyond 
Tourism: The Future of the 
Services Industry in the 
Caribbean” published in 
“The Caribbean Papers; A 
Project on Caribbean Eco¬ 
nomic Governance”. 

The Space Jump industry, 
as I like to call it, is a multi¬ 
billion dollar one that does 
not seem to want to slow 
down in its passion towards 
this future space goal. Since 
2014, more than fifty-nine 
nations, were in one way 
or another involved in the 
US$42,4 billion space race 
and were finding ways to 
accelerate that process. 
Thirdly we would have to 
consider having Regional 
Activation Packages. This 
would take shape by each 
country, within the region, 
proactively requesting 


and representing the set 
improvements and iden¬ 
tify the persons or startups 
that they are presenting as 
candidates to receive the 
financial activation sub¬ 
sidy package. This would 
then be to develop activi¬ 
ties in context of the space 
lounge program. As we 
progress towards a time of 
unprecedented advance¬ 
ments in the digital indus¬ 
tries and social convergen¬ 
ces, we as a region have to 
assess ourselves and begin 
to define our future desired 
goals. 

Fourthly we would consider 
which international agent 
partners or organizations 
that could be connected 
to the space lounge pro¬ 
gram to assist with the rep¬ 
resentation and framing 
of this Caribbean space 
lounge strategy. The ques¬ 
tion of were should we 
start or what should this vi¬ 
sion look like might be a 
thought, but what can be 
said is that examples can 
be taken from nations like 
Curacao who some years 
back started a process that 
considered space tourism 
as a means of national de¬ 
velopment. By countries in 
the region positioning and 
associating themselves 
with progressive scenarios, 
it helps to stimulate region¬ 


al change. 

The fifth and Final Carib¬ 
bean space lounge step 
could be the setting up of 
a “feast for all festival” that 
would be about identifying, 
initiating funding programs 
and facilitating commu¬ 
nity service organizations 
who are supporting the 
less fortunate and home¬ 
less shelters in our region. 
By doing this we are able to 
not only give back but also 
make sure to not miss out 
on valuable talent that can 
be nurtured and identified 
through these programs. 

In conclusion the Carib¬ 
bean could position itself to 
become the space lounge 
for the activities that will be 
developed in relation to all 
forms of space tourism, re¬ 
search and development, 
the moon gate project and 
moon related develop¬ 
ments, and the transforma¬ 
tional vision of life on Mars 
and life among the stars. 
The Caribbean is the most 
suited region with all of its 
allied partners to lead the 
charge in developing the 
necessary conditions to lift 
us into that next stage of 
growth as a region. 

By Damien RichardsonO 
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• Join the Players' Club and WIN UP TO $1,000 IN EREE SLOT PLAY - Guaranteed! * 



Open daily 10am to 4am I J.E. Irausquin Blvd #47 id 


THE SHOPS AT ALHAMBRA CASINO 

Offering a wide variety of Retail & Dining Outlets, 

Salon & Spa Services, Souvenirs and more. 


Subway I Juan Valdez Cafe i Dunkin Donuts I Baskin-Robbins 
Fusion Piano & Wine Bar I TOF Twist of Flavors | Aruba Aloe 
WE'R CUBA I Bijoux Temer Boutique f R-Glass | Curated Lab 
Hungry Piranha | The Lazy Lizard | The Market 
Shalom Body & Soul Spo | The Collectables 


CASINO AND SHOPS mmwu \ mmmmmxm 
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Additional S50D Cash Prize in our Monlhly Early Bird 
Drawing when you purchase your card before noon] 


Super 4-Card BINGO 
starting at 1 pm! 

$6 for 4-Card BINGO | 8 Games to Play 

$1,000 in 
Cash Prizes 


Honoring Goodwill Ambassadors 



ORANJESTAD — Recently, 
Darline de Cuba of Aruba 
Tourism Authority had the 
great pleasure to honor 
Loyal and Friendly visitors 
of Aruba as Goodwill Am¬ 


bassadors. The symbolic 
honorary title is presented 
on behalf of the Minister of 
Tourism, Transportation, as 
a token of appreciation to 
the guests who visit Aruba 


between 10-20 and more 
consecutive years. 

The Honorees are Mr. Rob- 
by & Mrs. Sue D. Robinson, 
residents of Lincoln USA, 



who have been coming to 
Aruba for many consecu¬ 
tive years and are stay¬ 
ing at the Marriott Ocean 
Club. The couple love the 
weather, the people and 
the breathtaking sunset. 

Darline together with rep¬ 
resentatives of Marriott 


Ocean Club presented 
the certificate to the hon¬ 
orees and handed over 
some presents to them and 
thanked them for choos¬ 
ing Aruba as their vacation 
destination and as their 
home away from home for 
so many years. □ 
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• Join the Plovers' Club and WIN UP TO $1,000 IN FREE SLOT PLAY - Guaranteed! 


Free Shirt Sunday! 

rnrr ^ 

Get a PR EC Alhambra T-Shirt 

when you earn 250 Slot Points on Sunday 
with your Players' Club card! 


Pj-AYSHOP 
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THE SHOPS AT ALHAMBRA CASINO 

Offering a wide variety of Retail & Dining Outlets, 

Salon & Spa Services, Souvenirs and more. 


Subway 1 Juan Valdez Cafe I Dunkin Donuts I Basktn-Robbins 
Fusion Piano & Wine Bar I TOF Twist of Flavors | Aruba Aloe 
WE'R CUBA I Bijoux Temer Boutique | R-Glass | Curated Lab 
Hungry Piranha | The Lazy Lizard | The AAorket 
Shalom Body & Saul Spo | The Collectables 


__. ■ . Open daily 10nm to 4am | J.E. frausqwn Blvd#47 . 

PS 583,5000 I casinoalhambra.com 


CASINO AND SHOPS 


L,,.. j.iwrj , 583.5000 I casinoalhamhra,com 
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MooMba and Chill introduces: Salty Grooves Beach Party 


PALMBEACH - Attention 
all party goers: MooMba 
Beach is the location of a 
fabulous party that should 
not be missed. 

This Saturday, the Salty 
Grooves Beach Party is on: 
starting at 2 pm DJ NUTZ- 
BEATZ, the Chill (bucket) 
specials and the foam 
bath will be live in action. 
Oh, and don’t forget all 
the sexy people going wild 
at MooMba... get ready! 
Sponsored by Chill, the fun 
will continue until 7 pm. 
So, all you Party Animals, 
you are invited to join the 
party - no entrance fee. 
Just bring yourself in your 
best party mood. Enjoy! □ 


Like us on 
Facebook 
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What if 
they had 
an Olympics, 
but no one 
would hostP 

By PAUL NEWBERRY 
AP Sports Columnist 

What if they threw an 
Olympic party, but no one 
was willing to host it? 

That day could be coming, 
and sooner than you might 
think. With news Friday that 
Stockholm is likely to pull 
out of the race for the 2026 
Winter Games — just days 
after it was approved as a 
candidate city by the In¬ 
ternational Olympic Com¬ 
mittee — there is an ever- 
increasing chance that no 
one will be left to hear its 
name called by the time 
the final decision is made 
next year. The only other 
cities interested in host¬ 
ing are Calgary, Canada, 
and the combined Italian 
bid of Milan and Cortina 
d’Ampezzo. But Calgary’s 
proposal faces a crucial 
referendum next month — 
and polls suggest it hardly 
has overwhelming support 
— while Italy's plans are 
marred by a lack of gov¬ 
ernment backing and the 
memory of Rome pulling 
out of the race for both 
the 2020 and 2024 Summer 
Games. As if cities needed 
any further reminder of 
what a boondoggle the 
Olympics is: Pyeongchang 
is already pondering 
whether to raze some of 
the venues it built for this 
year’s Winter Games be¬ 
cause there's simply no 
use for them, while Tokyo is 
set to spend a staggering 
$25 billion on the next Sum¬ 
mer Games — and maybe 
even more. 

“They’ve got to rethink 
the whole model,” said 
Mark Conrad, who runs the 
sports business program at 
Fordham University. 
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Alexander Zverev of Germany hits a return shot to Kyle Edmund 
of Britain during their men’s singles quarterfinals match in the 
Shanghai Masters tennis tournament at Qizhong Forest Sports 
City Tennis Center in Shanghai, China, Friday, Oct. 12, 2018. 

Associated Pressa 
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Federer, Djokovic, Zverev 
advance at Shanghai Masters 


By SANDRA HARWITT 
Associated Press 
SHANGHAI (AP) — Al¬ 
though Roger Federer final¬ 
ly won a match in straight 
sets at this year’s Shanghai 
Masters, it didn't save him 
any energy. 

The defending champion 
reached the semifinals 
Friday by beating eighth- 
seeded Kei Nishikori 6-4, 
7-6 (4). His first two matches 
both went three sets. 

“It was the same length, 
actually, as all three of my 
matches went the same 
length basically, an hour 
and 52 (minutes),” Federer 
said. “So you see, two sets 
sometimes doesn’t tell the 
truth.” 

Federer finished the match 
with 10 aces and landed 
an impressive 71 percent of 
his first serves. He went up 
a break at the start of the 
second set, but then trailed 
4-1 in the tiebreaker. 

“I was happy to get out in 
two," Federer said. “I some¬ 
how got it done. I think I 
can be very happy with my 
level of play this week.” 
Federer, a two-time cham¬ 
pion in Shanghai, will next 
face 13th-seeded Borna 
Coric. The Croat defeated 
Matthew Ebden 7-5, 6-4. 
“He's really improved his 
game, stepping up into 


the court, goes for his shots 
more than he used to,” 
Federer said of Coric. “He 
good in defense now, he 
has a transition game now, 
and a solid serve. I’ve al¬ 
ways played him when he’s 
playing well, but I'll hope I 
can take it to him.” 

Earlier, fourth-seeded Al¬ 
exander Zverev secured a 
spot in next month’s ATP Fi¬ 
nals with a 6-4, 6-4 quarter¬ 
final win over Kyle Edmund. 
Zverev is the fifth player 
to qualify for the season¬ 
ending tournament in Lon¬ 
don, joining Federer, Rafael 
Nadal, Novak Djokovic and 
Juan Martin del Potro in the 
eight-player field. 
“Obviously it’s great to fi¬ 
nally officially make it and 
obviously be part of the 
eight best again, which is 
an elite group, which is kind 
of the goal for everyone at 
the beginning of the sea¬ 
son," Zverev said. 

Zverev will next play sec¬ 
ond-seeded Djokovic in the 
semifinals. The Wimbledon 
and U.S. Open champion, 
who is looking to win a re¬ 
cord fourth Shanghai title, 
defeated seventh-seeded 
Kevin Anderson 7-6 (1), 6-3. 
Zverev won his only en¬ 
counter against Djokovic in 
the 2017 Rome final. 

“It was a different surface,” 


Djokovic said of their previ¬ 
ous match. “I wasn’t, I feel 
like, playing as well as I'm 
playing today. 

“But also, he has improved 
a lot, and he has estab¬ 
lished himself as a top play¬ 
er. It’s going to be definitely 
a close match.” 

Anderson had a chance to 
take an early lead against 
Djokovic but he overhit a 
forehand on set point in the 
12th game of the match. 
Djokovic didn't give the 
South African another op¬ 
portunity. 

Zverev, who improved 
to 4-0 against Edmund, 
saved the one break point 
he faced and took ad¬ 
vantage of the two break 
points he earned. 

The victory gave the 
21-year-old Zverev a tour¬ 
leading 49th match win of 
the year. Dominic Thiem, 
who lost his opening match 
this week, is in second 
place with 48 match wins 
this season. 

“It means a lot because I 
have kind of played only 
the biggest tournaments,” 
Zverev said. “Obviously I 
don’t want to stop here. 
There is still a lot more tennis 
going on till the end of the 
year. I’m in semifinals now, 
and I obviously don't want 
to be satisfied just yet.”Q 


Olympic star Biles leads Team 
USA at world championships 



In this Aug. 19, 2018, file photo, Simone Biles competes on the 
floor exercise at the U.S. Gymnastics Championships in Boston. 

Associated Pressa 


INDIANAPOLIS (AP) — 

Olympic gymnastics cham¬ 
pion Simone Biles is ready 
to take on the world again. 
The four-time Olympic gold 
medalist and three-time 
world all-around champion 
headlines the six-woman 
group Team USA will send 
to the 2018 world champi¬ 
onship in Doha, Qatar later 
this month. 

The world championships 
are the first international 
meet for Biles since the 2016 
Summer Olympics in Rio 
de Janeiro. The 21-yeara- 
old took time off after win¬ 
ning five medals — includ¬ 
ing gold in the all-around. 


vault, floor exercise and 
team final — in Brazil. She 
returned to competition in 
July and captured a fourth 
US championship in August. 
Biles will be joined by 2017 


world all-around cham¬ 
pion Morgan Hurd, 2017 US 
champion and 2016 Olym¬ 
pic alternate Ragan Smith, 
Riley McCusker, Grace Mc- 
Callum and Kara Eaker. □ 
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Red Sox hope to home-field advantage makes difference 


By KYLE HIGHTOWER 
AP Sports Writer 
BOSTON (AP) — The Red 

Sox hope home-field ad¬ 
vantage makes a differ¬ 
ence after consecutive Di¬ 
vision Series eliminations. 
Boston began the post¬ 
season 0-2 on the road 
at Cleveland in 2016 and 
again at Houston last year. 
By winning a club-record 
108 games this season, the 
Red Sox ensured home- 
field advantage through 
the postseason. They split 
at home against the Yan¬ 
kees last weekend, swept a 
pair of games in New York 
to advance and open the 
AL Championship Series 
against the World Series 
champion Astros on Satur¬ 
day night. 

Chris Sale starts for the Red 
Sox and Justin Verlander for 
the Astros. 

Sale gave up seven runs in 
last year’s opening 8-2 loss 
to Houston, including two 
home runs by Jose Altuve 
and by Alex Bregman. Sale 
made a rare relief appear¬ 
ance in Game 4 at Fenway 
Park, replacing Rick Por- 
cello to start the fourth in¬ 
ning with Boston trailing 2-1. 
After Andrew Benintendi’s 
two-run homer put the Red 
Sox ahead. Sale allowed 
Bregman’s tying home run 
leading off the eighth and 
a one-out single to Evan 
Gattis, who gave Houston 
the lead for good when he 
scored on Josh Reddick's 
single against Craig Kim- 
brel. “Going through that 
the last two years helped,” 
Brock Holt. “We’re bet¬ 
ter because of what hap¬ 
pened last year.” 

Boston was 57-24 at Fen¬ 
way Park this year, the best 



Boston Red Sox’s Brock Holt holds a bat at a baseball workout, Thursday, Oct. 11, 2018, in Boston. The Red Sox face the Houston 
Astros in Game 1 of baseball's American League Championship Series on Saturday at Boston’s Fenway Park. 


home record in the major 
leagues, and Sale has a 
1.29 ERA and .199 oppo¬ 
nents’ batting average in 
his last eight home starts. 

“I think he just feeds off 
the crowd and he just 
feels more comfortable at 
home,” Red Sox shortstop 
Xander Bogaerts said. 
Boston won the AL pen¬ 
nant in four of the six times it 
opened the Championship 
Series at Fenway, in 1975, 
1986, 2007 and 2013, the 
last two en route to World 
Series titles. The Red Sox 
failed at this stage in 1988 


and 1990. 

“It’s a big difference to be 
able start at home against 
a good team,” Holt said. 
After beating the 100-win 
Yankees, the Red Sox face 
the 103-victory Astros. The 
only other year Boston met 
a pair of teams in the post¬ 
season with triple-digit regu¬ 
lar-season wins was in 2004, 
when the Red Sox beat the 
Yankees (101) to become 
the first major league team 
to rebound from a 3-0 post¬ 
season deficit, then swept 
St. Louis (105) for their first 
title since 1918. 


Red Sox manager Alex 
Cora said thus year's win 
over the Yankees provides 
a mental boost, especially 
after the Game 2 loss at 
home. “I think we grew up 
as a group,” he said. 

Cora was Houston’s bench 
coach last year before he 
was hired by Boston. 

“Like Verlander said in 
spring training, to get to 
the World Series, you have 
to go through Houston,”’ 
Cora said. “Here we are.” 
Notes: 1B Mitch Moreland, 
who injured his right ham¬ 
string in Game 2 against 


Associated Press 

the Yankees while running 
the bases, participated in 
batting practice on Thurs¬ 
day. “He’s feeling better," 
Cora said. “We've still got 
time to see where we're 
at with him. Hopefully he 
keeps getting better and 
he’ll be ready to go on 
Saturday.” ... 3B Eduardo 
Nunez appeared to injure 
himself while making the 
throw to first for the final out 
Tuesday. “He’s OK. I think 
he slipped on that play, 
but then he was jumping 
up and down celebrating," 
Cora said. □ 











SATURDAY 13 OCTOBER 


DISPORTS 



Phil Kessel has natural hat trick. Penguins beat Vegas 4-2 


By The Associated Press 
PITTSBURGH (AP) — Phil Kes¬ 
sel scored a natural hat 
trick and the Pittsburgh 
Penguins beat the Ve¬ 
gas Golden Knights 4-2 on 
Thursday night. 

Vegas scored the first goal, 
and Kessel had the next 
three — with the final two 
coming on second-period 
breakaways. It was Kes- 
sel’s sixth career hat trick 
and first in four seasons 
with Pittsburgh. His last hat 
trick came Feb. 1, 2014, 
with Toronto. Jake Guent- 
zel scored his third goal 
and Evgeni Malkin had 
three assists. Casey De- 
Smith stopped 35 shots in 
his first regular-season start 
for Pittsburgh. Starter Matt 
Murray is day-to-day with a 
concussion sustained Mon¬ 
day during practice. 

Reilly Smith scored his sec¬ 
ond of the season for Ve¬ 
gas and 100th career goal. 
Tomas Nosek also scored 
for Vegas, which lost its third 
straight and has opened 
the season with four losses 
in five games. 

MAPLE LEAFS 5, RED WINGS 
3 

DETROIT (AP) — Auston 
Matthews scored twice for 
an NHL-leading nine goals 
— tying a league record 
after five games — and 
Toronto beat Detroit for its 
third straight victory. 
Matthews joined Alex 
Ovechkin, Patrick Mar- 
leau, Mario Lemieux and 
Mike Bossy as the players in 
league history to score nine 
times in the first five games. 
Morgan Rielly had a goal 



Pittsburgh Penguins' Phil Kessel, left, snaps a shot as Vegas Golden Knights’ Colin Miller (6) defends 
during the second period of an NHL hockey game Thursday, Oct. 11, 2018, in Pittsburgh. Kessel 
scored on the play, his second of the period and third of the game. 

Associated Press 


and an assist, giving him 11 
points. Mitch Marner and 
Ron Hainsey also scored, 
and Frederik Andersen 
made 26 saves. Nick Jen¬ 
sen scored twice for Detroit 
and Dylan Larkin added a 
goal. Jimmy Howard had 
30 stops. 

AVALANCHE 6, SABRES 1 
BUFFALO, N.Y. (AP) — Na¬ 
than MacKinnon scored 
twice to extend his season¬ 
opening goals streak to 
four games, and Colorado 
beat Buffalo. 

Mackinnon matched the 
Colorado franchise record 
for a goals streak to open a 
season, set by John Mitch¬ 
ell three years ago. 

Semyon Varlamov stopped 
30 shots to improve to 3-0. 
Tyson Jost, Colin Wilson, 


Carl Soderberg and Alex¬ 
ander Kerfoot also scored, 
helping Colorado improve 
to 3-1 for the third straight 
season. Mikko Rantanen 
set up three goals and has 
six assists for the season. 
Sabres defenseman Ras¬ 
mus Dahlin, the first overall 
draft pick this summer, got 
his first career point with an 
assist on Nathan Beaulieu's 
goal. 

RANGERS 3, SHARKS 2, OT 
NEW YORK (AP) — Brady 
Skjei buried a wrist shot 37 
seconds into overtime to lift 
New York past San Jose for 
coach David Quinn’s first 
career victory. 

Quinn was hired away from 
Boston University in May. 
New York had dropped his 
first three games in his first 


season as an NHL head 
coach. 

New York’s Brendan Smith 
tied it at 2 with 2:39 remain¬ 
ing in the third with a one- 
timer from the slot. Pavel 
Buchnevich set it up with 
a backhand pass from be¬ 
hind the net. Henrik Lun- 
dqvist stopped 41 shots 
and Brett Howden also 
scored for the Rangers. 
Aaron Dell made 24 saves, 
and Marcus Sorensen and 
Joonas Donskoi scored in 
San Jose's third stop of a 
four-game trip. 

KINGS 3, CANADIENS 0 
MONTREAL (AP) — Jack 
Campbell made 40 saves 
for his first career shutout 
and Los Angeles spoiled 
Montreal's home opener. 
Jeff Carter had a goal and 


assist, and Adrian Kempe 
and Michael Armadio also 
scored. 

Campbell made his eighth 
career NHL start, getting 
into action with starter Jon¬ 
athan Quick day-to-day af¬ 
ter sustaining a lower-body 
injury in practice Sunday. 
Carey Price stopped 26 
shots for the Canadiens. 
BRUINS 3, OILERS 1 
BOSTON (AP) — Brad 
Marchand and Joakim 
Nordstrom scored in a 
36-second span in the first 
period and Jaroslav Halak 
stopped 25 shots to help 
Boston beat Edmonton. 
David Pastmak had his 
fourth goal of the season, 
and Patrice Bergeron add¬ 
ed an empty-netter in the 
final minute. Connor Mc- 
David scored his first goal of 
the season for Edmonton, 
and Cam Talbot had 28 
saves. The Oilers were play¬ 
ing only their second game 
of the season. They lost to 
New Jersey on Saturday in 
Sweden. 

PREDATORS 3, JETS 0 
NASHVILLE, Tenn. (AP) — 

Pekka Rinne made 29 saves 
for his 52nd career shutout, 
leading Nashville past Win¬ 
nipeg. 

Ryan Hartman had a goal 
and an assist and Roman 
Josi and Ryan Johansen 
also scored. Connor Hel- 
lebuyck made 27 saves for 
the Jets. The Central Divi¬ 
sion’s top two teams from a 
season ago met for the first 
time since the Jets ousted 
the Predators in a seven- 
game series in the second 
round of the playoffsO 



In this April 14, 2018, file photo, Nashville Predators left wing 
Austin Watson waits for play to resume during the team's NHL 
hockey playoff game against the Colorado Avalanche in 
Nashville, Tenn. 

Associated Press 


NHL criticizes reduction of 
suspension for Predators’ Watson 


NEW YORK (AP) — The NHL 

is criticizing an arbitrator's 
decision to reduce the sus¬ 
pension of Nashville Preda¬ 
tors forward Austin Watson, 
who pleaded no contest in 
July to a domestic assault 
charge. Watson received 
a 27-game suspension from 
NHL Commissioner Gary 
Bettman last month. The 
NHL and NHL Players’ Asso¬ 
ciation announced Thurs¬ 
day that arbitrator Shyam 
Das had reduced it to 18 


games . The NHL issued a 
statement Friday saying 
that “we are disappointed 
with the Arbitrator’s deci¬ 
sion." “We firmly believe 
that the right of appeal to 
an arbitrator of League dis¬ 
cipline was never intended 
to substitute the arbitrator's 
judgment for that of the 
Commissioner, particularly 
on matters of important 
League policy and the ar¬ 
ticulation of acceptable 
standards of conduct for 


individuals involved in the 
National Hockey League,” 
the NHL said in its state¬ 
ment. The NHL added that 
“we will not hesitate to 
adhere to and enforce — 
through firm discipline as 
necessary — the standards 
of personal conduct we 
feel are appropriate for our 
league.” The NHL doesn’t 
have a written domestic 
violence policy and takes 
each situation on a case 
by case basisO 
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Chiefs, Mahomes will get 
major test in New England 



In this Oct. 7, 2018, file photo, Kansas City Chiefs quarterback 
Patrick Mahomes (15) throws a pass during the first half of an 
NFL football game against the Jacksonville Jaguars, in Kansas 
City, Mo. 


By BARRY WILNER 
AP Pro Football Writer 

There can be no better 
measuring stick for the 
Chiefs and young quar¬ 
terback Patrick Mahomes 
than what they face Sun¬ 
day night. 

Beat the Patriots in Foxbor- 
ough and all that excite¬ 
ment in Kansas City might 
be validated. 

Remember, though, that 
the Chiefs, with Alex Smith, 
went into Gillette Stadium 
and won the 2017 kickoff to 
the season. They went on 
an up-and-down ride the 
rest of the way, lost in the 
wild-card playoff round, 
while the Patriots straight¬ 
ened out and made the 
Super Bowl before losing to 
Philadelphia. 

Mahomes, of course, has 
looked immune to any sort 
of high-stakes pressure in 
leading the Chiefs (5-0) to 
the top of the AFC. He em¬ 
braces this challenge and 
trying to outdo Tom Brady. 
“It is going to be a great op¬ 
portunity,” says Mahomes, 
who has a league-best 14 
touchdown passes. “He is 
one of the greatest quar¬ 
terbacks, if not the great¬ 
est to ever play. I am going 
against their defense, but 
as a team we are going to 
go in and try to compete. 
They are a good team in 
the AFC every single year. 
Just to compete against 
one of the best teams in 
the league is going to be 
an awesome opportunity.” 
How familiar is Mahomes 
with three-time league 
MVP Brady, whom he has 
never met? 

“I definitely watched a 
good amount of him in col¬ 
lege (at Texas Tech),” he 
says. “Coach (Kliff) Kings¬ 
bury actually played with 
Tom at one point. He liked 
to show me some things 
that he did where he was 
in the pocket, his pocket 
movements and things like 
that. I have definitely taken 
some things from him. He 
does it at such a high level, 
it’s something you have to 
strive to be like.” 

New England (3-2) is striving 
to be, well. New England. 


After a 1-2 start, the Patri¬ 
ots appear to have gotten 
back on their usual winning 
path. 

The weekend began with 
Philadelphia’s 34-13 road 
victory over the New York 
Giants. Carson Wentz threw 
a season-high three touch¬ 
down passes for the Eagles 
(3-3). They beat the Giants 
(1-5) for the fourth straight 
time and seventh in eight 
games. 

Off this week are Detroit (2- 
3) and New Orleans (4-1) 
Pittsburgh (2-2-1) at Cincin¬ 
nati (4-1) 

One of the NFL’s most vi¬ 
cious and yellow-tinted ri¬ 
valries . As in: 

—These teams combined 
for four penalties for un¬ 
necessary roughness, one 
for unsportsmanlike con¬ 
duct, one for taunting, one 
for roughing the passer, 
and two 15-yard penalties 
for grabbing a facemask in 
their previous meeting. 

—Cincinnati set a club re¬ 
cord with 173 yards in pen¬ 
alties in that messy affair, 
when the Steelers over¬ 
came a 17-0 deficit to win. 
More numbers of note: 

—The Steelers have won 
the past six games in this se¬ 
ries, nine of 10 and 14 of 17. 
—The Bengals are 8-24 vs. 
the Steelers under coach 
Marvin Lewis 

—Lewis is 2-15 at Paul Brown 
Stadium against Pittsburg. 
— Steelers QB Ben Roethlis- 
berger is 24-4-1 in his native 
Ohio, including the post¬ 
season. He’s 13-2 at Paul 
Brown Stadium with 23 TDs, 
10 interceptions. 

Los Angeles Chargers (3-2) 
at Cleveland (2-2-1) 

When last they met in 
Cleveland, the Browns won 
in their 15th game to avoid 
a perfect season on the 
wrong side of the ledger. 
So they lost every game in 
2017, including at the Char¬ 
gers. 

“Not to speak too much of 
last year, but I could not be¬ 
lieve and I did not feel like 
they were an 0-16 team or 
0-14, whatever they were 
when we played them last 
year,” says Chargers quar¬ 
terback Philip Rivers. “It was 


a good football team. They 
just did not find ways to win 
and so many (games) they 
had opportunities." 

They’ve got two wins al¬ 
ready and lead the NFL 
with 15 takeaways, two 
more than in the entire 
2017 season. 

Baltimore (3-2) at Tennes¬ 
see (3-2) 

Two clubs coming off down 
weekends: Tennessee was 
punchless at Buffalo, Balti¬ 
more was inept offensively 
at Cleveland. 

Both can play D, though, so 
don’t expect a lot of end 
zone activity in Music City. 
The Ravens are playing a 
third straight road game, 
then have four of the next 
five at home. They lead 
the NFL in scoring defense, 
allowing 15.4 points per 
game, with no TDs in a sec¬ 
ond half. 

The Titans have allowed 
seven points in the first 
quarter and lead in red 
zone defense, allowing 
three TDs in 13 possessions 
for a 23.1 percent success 
rate by opponents. 
Chicago (3-1) at Miami 
(3-2) The Bears have won 
three in a row and come 
off a bye. They haven't 
earned four straight wins 
since 2012. 

With Khalil Mack revitalizing 
the defense, Chicago ranks 
No. 1 against the run and 
second overall. If second- 
year quarterback Mitch 
Trubisky truly has found the 
passing rhythm — his six TD 
throws in a rout of Tampa 
Bay tied for second most in 
an NFL game — the Bears 
needs to be taken seriously. 
Miami was taken seriously 
until it laid eggs at New 
England and Cincinnati, 
where it blew a 17-0 lead. 
The Dolphins rank third 
worst in yards and fifth worst 
in points. They have been 
outgained by 94 yards per 
game, which ranks third 
worst. 

Carolina (3-1) at Washing¬ 
ton (2-2) 

Washington was on the 
wrong end of the record¬ 
setting Brees blitz through 
the air in New Orleans, and 
was damaged as much by 


penalties as inefficient de¬ 
fense. The usually precise 
Alex Smith threw an inter¬ 
ception and was generally 
off-target. 

Now comes Carolina, 
which has seven picks, is 
plus-5 in turnovers, and has 
nine sacks. The Panthers 
also have the NFL’s top 
rushing offense, in part be¬ 
cause quarterback Cam 
Newton is such a weapon 
on the ground. Newton is 
4-0 with nine TDs and zero 
picks for a 115.4 passer rat¬ 
ing vs. Washington, along 
with two rushing scores. 
Washington has lost five 
straight to Carolina. 

Los Angeles Rams (5-0) at 
Denver (2-3) 

While Denver's defense 
has been getting Orange 
Crushed recently, LA’s of¬ 
fense has looked unstop¬ 
pable. Jared Goff leads 
the league with 1,727 yards 
passing and ranks second 
with a 119.7 passer rating. 
In the past month, Goff is 
averaging 374 yards per 
game. 

Todd Gurley tops the NFL 
with seven TD runs and 
ranks second with 645 
scrimmage yards. Of con¬ 
cern for the impressive re¬ 
ceiving group is that Bran- 
din Cooks and Cooper 
Kupp each left last week’s 
win at Seattle with concus¬ 
sions. 

Denver star LB Von Miller 
has gone sackless the past 
three weeks. The Broncos 
yielded 323 rushing yards 
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to the Jets, so, yes, that has 
caught Gurley’s attention. 
Jacksonville (3-2) at Dallas 
(2-3) 

Oddly, Dallas has never 
won its first three home 
games at Jerry World. 

With RB Leonard Fournette 
still hurt, the showpiece 
matchup with Ezekiel Elliott 
disappears. Elliott has been 
the prime weapon for Dal¬ 
las and is averaging 154 
yards from scrimmage per 
game in the past three. But 
the passing game is 30th as 
Dak Prescott struggles with¬ 
out a topnotch receiver. 
He'll face the stingiest de¬ 
fense in the NFL. 

Seattle (2-3) vs. Oakland (1- 
4) at London Wonder if the 
Raiders will have as many 
fans in Wembley as they 
did in StubHub Center. They 
could really use the support 
as Jon Gruden's return sea¬ 
son spirals out of control. 
“I’m going to continue to 
emphasize the good and 
do everything I can to fix 
the things that are bad, 
because most of the things 
that are bad, my finger¬ 
prints are all over," Gruden 
said. Such as a defense, 
minus the traded Mack 
of course, that ranks 30th. 
Oakland has the fewest QB 
pressures in the league (29), 
tied for fewest sacks (six), 
and is tied for third-fewest 
takeaways (five). 

Seattle makes its first 
regular-season over¬ 

seas appearance. Worth 
watching:Q 
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Wentz throws 3 TD passes. Eagles look Super vs. Giants 


Philadelphia Eagles' Jalen Mills (31) defends against New York Giants' Odell Beckham (13) during 
the second half of an NFL football game Thursday, Oct. 11,2018, in East Rutherford, N.J. The Eagles 
won 34-13. 


By TOM CANAVAN 

AP Sports Writer 

EAST RUTHERFORD, N.J. (AP) 

— Breathe a little easier 
Philadelphia and surround¬ 
ing areas. The Eagles are 
back and looking super. 
Just goes to show you what 
a little urgency, some big 
plays — and a timely game 
against the New York Gi¬ 
ants can do for the defend¬ 
ing Super Bowl champions. 
Carson Wentz threw a sea- 
son-high three touchdown 
passes and the Eagles got 
an early lift from their de¬ 
fense and special teams 
in beating the struggling 
Giants 34-13 on Thursday 
night, avoiding their first 
three-game losing streak 
since the 2016 season. 

“It’s a big win for us,” said 
Wentz, who finished 26 of 
36 for 278 yards and no in¬ 
terceptions. “NFC East and 
the conference. It's huge. 
Being 3-3 is better than 2-4. 
This is more like who we are. 
We can build from this.” 

The win put the Eagles into 
a first place tie with Wash¬ 
ington (2-2) in the NFC 
East with Dallas (2-3) a half 
game back. The Giants are 
fading fast. 

Wentz sandwiched touch¬ 
downs passes of 13 and 
1 yard to Alshon Jeffery 
around a 10-yarder fo fight 
end Zach Ertz to help the 
Eagles build a 31-6 lead. 
They beat the Giants (1- 
5) for the fourth straight 


time and seventh in eight 
games. 

Corey Clement scored on 
a 1-yard run and Jake Elliott 
added field goals of 33 and 
30 yards. 

“This is finally the game 
where we played like the 
Philadelphia Eagles,” said 
Ertz, who was limited to 
seven passes for 43 yards. 
“We’re finally the Eagles 
again.” 

Rookie halfback Saquon 
Barkley scored on a 50- 
yard run and rushed for 
130 yards in one of fhe few 
bright spots for the Giants' 


offense, which was booed 
repeatedly in losing at 
home for the third time. Al- 
drick Rosas had field goals 
of 33 and 21 yards. 

This was seen as a musf-win 
game for both teams in the 
weak and wide-open NFC 
East, and the Eagles went 
out and grabbed it. 

They came into the game 
having scored seven points 
in the first quarter and they 
doubled that against New 
York. 

Eli Manning was under 
pressure all night from fhe 
Eagles. They sacked him 
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four times and hit him 13 
other times. He finished 24 
of 43 for 281 yards. 

“We want to get after the 
passer every week," coach 
Doug Pederson said. 
“These games are battles. 
It all comes down to which 
team gets after the passer. 
We hit Eli and put him on 
the ground. That was big.” 
It started on the opening 
series. Kamu Grugier-Hill in¬ 
tercepted Manning’s pass 
that was tipped by fellow 
linebacker Jordan Hicks 
and he returned it to Gi¬ 
ants 16. Three plays later, 
Wentz was forced out of 
the pocket and found Jef¬ 
fery after getting all day to 
throw. 

A 46-yard run by Barkley 
set up Rosas’ 33-yarder to 
cut the gap to 7-3, but the 
Eagles took control later in 
the quarter after DeAndre 
Carter returned a punt 23 
yards to the New York 44. 
Passes of 17 to Jeffery and 
14 to Clement set up Clem¬ 
ent’s touchdown run. 

A spectacular tackle¬ 
breaking run by Barkley 
on a 55-yard screen pass 
helped cut the lead to 14-6 
in the second quarter but 
Wentz hit a wide-open Nel¬ 
son Agholer on a third and 
3 and connected with Ertz 
for a 21-6 lead on the next 
play. 

Elliott made it 24-6 just be¬ 
fore halftime and Philadel¬ 
phia put the game out of 


Browns owners exploring purchase 
of Columbus Crew 


By MITCH STACY 
AP Sports Writer 

COLUMBUS, Ohio (AP) — Cleveland 
Browns owners Dee and Jimmy Haslam 
said Friday they are part of a group trying 
to buy the Columbus Crew to keep the 
MLS team in the city. 

The group, which also includes Columbus- 
area investors, said in a statement it is 
moving forward fo acquire fhe feam, 
which appeared headed to Austin, 
Texas, after this season. A new stadium in 
downtown Columbus is part of the plan, 
although no details were provided. 

The agreement also provides that Austin, 
whose city council had approved plans 
for a new, privately owned 20,000-seat 
stadium, will get an MLS expansion team 
no later than 2021. 

“MLS is committed to keeping Crew SC in 


Columbus should we continue to make 
progress on these critical components 
and agree to key terms with the investor 
group,” the league said in a statement. 
Anthony Precourt, the San Francisco- 
based investor who owns the Crew, 
had courted Austin for a potential move 
since last year, contending that the 
team was no longer financially viable in 
Columbus without bigger crowds and 
a new stadium. Precourt and Richard 
Suttle, the Austin lobbyist who helped 
negotiate terms of a stadium deal there, 
did not immediately respond to requests 
for comment on Friday. 

In Columbus, the announcement 
touched off wild celebrations among 
Crew fans, who had been working to 
save the team since Precourt made his 
plans public last year. □ 



reach with a 75-yard drive 
that ended with a short Jef¬ 
fery TD catch. 

“We didn’t do anything well 
enough to win tonight,” Gi¬ 
ants coach Pat Shurmur 
said. “Credit Philadelphia. 
Good football team.” 

The only thing meaning¬ 
ful after that was Barkley’s 
touchdown run. 

“How do I feel about my 
performance tonighf?" 
Barkley asked rhetorically. 
“Doesn't matter to me. We 
didn't win." 

FAN OF THE GAME 
Odell Beckham Jr. head¬ 
butted a giant cooling fan 
during a second-half fit that 
also included him scream¬ 
ing from fhe sideline and 
eventually being calmed 
by Barkley. Beckham also 
left for the locker room be¬ 
fore the end of fhe firsf half, 
though Shurmur said Beck¬ 
ham was excused early be¬ 
cause of cramping. 
Beckham said his tirade 
was just a bit of self-motiva¬ 
tion. 

“I was just trying to get my¬ 
self going,” he said. “I felt 
like some of those plays 
where I was getting myself 
going was some of my besf 
sfuff. So I was jusf trying to 
get myself fired up. I did 
that and it helped me.” 
Thursday's scene comes a 
week after Beckham be¬ 
moaned the lack of down- 
field passes from Manning 
and the team’s subpar 
energy following a 33-31 
loss to Carolina. Beckham 
had six catches for 44 yards 
Thursday, and his longest 
reception was 12 yards. 
INJURIES: Eagles LT Jason 
Peters left with a biceps 
injury. Backup cornerback 
Sidney Jones left in the first 
half with a hamstring injury. 
The Giants had LB Ray Ray 
Amstrong (concussion), WR 
Cody Latimer (hamstring) 
and CB Antonio Hamilton 
(illness) leave the game. 
BARKLEY GAINS: Barkley has 
gained at least 100 yards 
from scrimmage in each 
of his first six career games. 
He is one off the NFL rookie 
record set by Kansas City’s 
Kareem Hunt. 

UP NEXT 

Eagles: Host Carolina on 
Oct. 21. 

Giants: At Atlanta on Oct. 

22.Q 
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This Aug. 25, 2018, file photo, shows a general aerial view of the dismantled stadium for the 
opening and closing ceremonies of the 2018 Pyeongchang Winter Olympics with the Olympic 
cauldron, right, in Pyeongchang, South Korea. 


Olympics 

Continued from Page 17 

Here are a few suggestions: 
ROTATING HOSTS 

This idea has been thrown 
around for years but never 
taken seriously by the IOC. 
At the very least, the Win¬ 
ter Games should move to¬ 
ward this concept as soon 
as possible given its more 
limited appeal and hav¬ 
ing fewer cities capable of 
even hosting the snow and 
ice events (maybe even 
fewer in the years to come, 
given the potentially dev¬ 
astating impact of climate 
change). 

Previous hosts such as Salt 
Lake City, Calgary, Japan 
(with Sapporo and Naga¬ 
no sharing the load) and 
Norway (a similar arrange¬ 
ment between Oslo and 
Lillehammer) would be ob¬ 
vious candidates to serve 
on a rotating basis, since 
they have all the necessary 
facilities in place. Winter 
sports-loving countries such 
as Germany, Switzerland 
and Austria might be will¬ 
ing to get on board, too, 
if they could be assured 
costs wouldn’t spiral out of 
control. 

On the Summer Olympics 
side, Sydney (perhaps co¬ 
hosting with Melbourne), 
Seoul, Los Angeles, Lon¬ 
don and Beijing all have 
the potential to become 
permanent rotating sites. 
It also would be a fitting 
gesture to include Athens, 
the birthplace of the mod¬ 
ern Olympics, but the IOC 
would need to cough up 


a few billion dollars so the 
Greeks could fix up all the 
decaying, abandoned fa¬ 
cilities left over from the fi¬ 
nancial debacle that was 
the 2004 Games. 

“There was more resis¬ 
tance to this when every¬ 
one wanted to host,” said 
Matthew Robinson, a pro¬ 
fessor of business adminis¬ 
tration at the University of 
Delaware who has worked 
with the IOC. “Now, I think 
you’re going to see more 
of an open mind to the ro¬ 
tating idea.” 

FEWER SPORTS 
This is an area where the 
IOC has shown a complete 
unwillingness to make sig¬ 
nificant reforms, despite 
repeated calls to limit 
the enormous size of the 
games. 

Instead of scaling back 
for the Tokyo Games, the 
IOC approved not one, 
not two, but SIX new sports 
: baseball, softball, sport 
climbing, karate, skate¬ 
boarding and surfing. Not 
to mention, new disciplines 
were added for sports such 
as basketball (a three-on- 
three competition) and 
swimming (which will have 
a mixed relay for the first 
time). There’s even talk 
of video gaming being 
added for the 2024 Paris 
Games, to appeal to a 
more youthful audience. 
Stop the madness. 

The IOC should dump any 
sport that can’t guaran¬ 
tee the participation of 
its best athletes (farewell, 
baseball), along with all 


those that have limited 
global and spectator ap¬ 
peal (we're looking at you, 
team handball, water polo 
and modern pentathlon). 
In addition, there needs to 
a serious culling in the num¬ 
ber of events, even in more 
popular sports such as track 
and field (seriously, do we 
need race walking?) and 
swimming (a staggering 37 
gold medals will be doled 
out in Tokyo). 

IF YOU BUILD IT, THEY WON’T 
COME 

Another area where the 
IOC talks a good game but 
rarely follows through. 

While insisting that cities 
should only build facili¬ 
ties they can use after the 
games, Pyeongchang was 
allowed to spend more 
than $100 million on a tem¬ 
porary 35,000-seat stadium 
solely for the opening and 
closing ceremonies. Mak¬ 
ing that decision even 


more ludicrous: there was 
an existing 22,000-seat soc¬ 
cer stadium in the Gang- 
neung Olympic Park that 
wasn’t even used during 
the games! 

The madness continues in 
Tokyo. 

A new aquatics center 
costing some $250 million 
is under construction, even 
though the city already 
has a modern natatorium 
that will be used only for 
water polo. While an argu¬ 
ment can be made that 
the existing facility (seat¬ 
ing around 3,600) wasn’t 
big enough for Olympic 
swimming, there’s no ex¬ 
planation for why the or¬ 
ganizers didn’t just install a 
temporary pool in one of 
the numerous indoor areas 
around the Tokyo metro¬ 
politan area. For instance, 
the 17,000-seat Yokohama 
Arena (less than 20 miles 
from downtown Tokyo) was 
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passed over as a venue. 
“On paper, Tokyo looked 
like a very solid bid,” Con¬ 
rad said. “I cannot believe 
the costs.” 

The IOC needs to follow 
through on what it preach¬ 
es, which means nixing 
potential white elephants 
and saying no to individual 
sports federation that insist 
on the most elaborate ven¬ 
ues for their athletes. 
SHARING THE BURDEN 
Why does a single city es¬ 
sentially have to host an 
entire Olympics? 

For that matter, there's 
no reason why the games 
couldn't be spread around 
the world every four years. 
It happened in 1956, when 
strict quarantine laws pre¬ 
vented the equestrian 
competition from being 
held in Australia, so it was 
shifted to Sweden (five 
months before the Mel¬ 
bourne Games, in factJ.Q 


Former lawmaker Mary Bono named USA Gymnastics interim CEO 


By WILL GRAVES 
AP Sports Writer 
INDIANAPOLIS (AP) — USA 

Gymnastics has hired for¬ 
mer Congresswoman 
Mary Bono as interim presi¬ 
dent and chief executive 
officer. 

The organization an¬ 
nounced the move Friday. 
Bono will hold the posi¬ 
tion while USA Gymnastics 
searches for a permanent 
successor to Kerry Perry, 
who resigned under pres¬ 
sure from the United States 
Olympic Committee in 
September after spending 
nine months on the job. 


Bono spent 15 years as a 
U.S. Representative from 
Southern California from 
1998-2013. She won her first 
term in a special election 
running as a Republican to 
fill the vacancy left by the 
death of her husband, for¬ 
mer pop star and lawmak¬ 
er Sonny Bono. Mary Bono 
most recently worked at a 
consulting firm in Washing¬ 
ton, D.C. 

“Mary is passionate about 
the sport, and having her 
as our interim president 
and CEO will move the or¬ 
ganization forward,” USA 
Gymnastics board chair¬ 


man Karen Golz said in 
a statement. USA Gym¬ 
nastics is still struggling to 
emerge from the fallout of 
the sexual abuse scandal 
surrounding former team 
doctor Larry Nassar. More 
than 200 women have 
come forward over the last 
two years claiming they 
were sexually abused by 
Nassar under the guise of 
treatment, including cur¬ 
rent or former members 
of the organization’s elite 
program. 

The group of survivors in¬ 
cludes reigning Olympic 
champion Simone Biles, 


who was named to the 
2018 world championship 
team on Friday shortly be¬ 
fore Bono’s hiring was an¬ 
nounced. Nassar is now 
serving decades in prison 
for child pornography and 
sexual assault. USA Gym¬ 
nastics is in mediation in an 
attempt to settle dozens of 
civil lawsuits filed against it 
in the wake of the revela¬ 
tions against Nassar. 

Perry took over as USA 
Gymnastics president 
on Dec. 1, 2017 but was 
pushed out in September 
by the USOC following a 
series of missteps, including 


the botched hiring and fir¬ 
ing of its elite development 
coordinator. 

The coach, Mary Lee Tra¬ 
cy, was an early supporter 
of Nassar when allegations 
against him began to sur¬ 
face two years ago. After 
the announcement of her 
promotion, Tracy made 
an attempt to reach out 
to six-time Olympic med¬ 
alist Aly Raisman — herself 
a Nassar victim — after 
Raisman called Tracy's hir¬ 
ing “a slap in the face for 
survivors” and proof that 
the organization had not 
changedO 
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Purging long-forgotten online accounts: Worth the trouble? 



In this March 27, 2018, file photo, a reporter holds a phone showing the Facebook app in San 
Francisco. 


By BARBARA ORTUTAY 
AP Technology Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — The inter¬ 
net is riddled with long-for- 
gotten accounts on social 
media, dating apps and 
various shopping sites used 
once or twice. Sure, you 
should delete all those un¬ 
used logins and passwords. 
And eat your vegetables. 
And go to the gym. 

But is it even possible to 
delete your zombie online 
footprints — or worth your 
time to do so? 

Earlier this month, a little- 
used social network notified 
its few users that it will soon 
shut down. No, not Google 
Plus; that came five days 
later, following the disclo¬ 
sure of a bug that exposed 
data on a half-million peo¬ 
ple. The earlier shutdown 
involved Path, created by 
a former Facebook em¬ 
ployee in 2010 as an alter¬ 
native to Facebook. Then 
there’s Elio sending you 
monthly emails to remind 
you that this plucky but 
little-known social network 
still exists somehow. 

It might not seem like a 
big deal to have these 
accounts linger. But with 
hacking in the news con¬ 
stantly, including a breach 
affecting nearly 30 million 
Facebook accounts, you 
might not want all that 
data sitting around. 

You might not have a 
choice if it’s a service you 


use regularly. But for those 
you no longer use, consider 
a purge. Plus, it might feel 
good to get your online life 
in order, the way organiz¬ 
ing a closet does. 

Take dating apps such as 
Tinder, long after you found 
a steady partner or gave up 
on finding one. You might 
have deleted Tinder from 
your phone, but the ghost 
of your Tinder account is 
still out there —just not get¬ 
ting any matches, as Tinder 
shows only “active” users to 
potential mates. 

Or consider Yahoo. Long 
after many people stopped 
using it, Yahoo in 2016 suf¬ 


fered the biggest publicly 
disclosed hack in history, 
exposing the names, email 
addresses, birth dates and 
other information from 3 
billion active and dormant 
accounts . This sort of infor¬ 
mation is a goldmine for 
malicious actors looking to 
steal identities and gain ac¬ 
cess to financial accounts. 
Trouble is, cleaning up your 
digital past isn’t easy. 

For one, finding all the old 
accounts can be a pain. 
For some of us, it might not 
even be possible to recall 
every dating site and every 
would-be Twitter that never 
was, not to mention shop¬ 


ping or event ticketing sites 
you bought one thing from 
and forgot about. 

Then, you’ll have to figure 
out which of your many 
email accounts you used 
to log in to a service, then 
recover passwords and 
answer annoying security 
questions — assuming you 
even remember what your 
favorite movie or fruit was 
at the time. Only then might 
you discover that you can’t 
even delete your account. 
Yahoo, for instance, didn’t 
allow users to delete ac¬ 
counts or change person¬ 
ally identifying information 
they shared, such as their 


birthday, until pressured to 
do so after the breach. 
Even without these hurdles, 
real life gets in the way. 
There are probably good 
reasons you still haven’t or¬ 
ganized your closet, either. 
Perhaps a better approach 
is to focus on the most sen¬ 
sitive accounts. It might not 
matter than a news site still 
has your log in, if you nev¬ 
er gave it a credit card or 
other personal details (of 
course, if you reused your 
bank password you might 
be at risk). 

Rich Mogull, CEO of data 
security firm Securosis, said 
people should think about 
what information they had 
provided to services they 
no longer use and whether 
that information could be 
damaging should private 
posts and messages inad¬ 
vertently become public. 
Dating sites, in particular, 
can be a trove of poten¬ 
tially damaging informa¬ 
tion. Once you’re in a rela¬ 
tionship, delete those ac¬ 
counts. 

It’s wise to set aside a time 
each year — maybe af¬ 
ter you do your taxes or 
right after the holidays — 
to manage old accounts, 
said Theresa Payton, who 
runs the security consult¬ 
ing company Fortalice So¬ 
lutions and served under 
President George W. Bush 
as White House chief infor¬ 
mation officer. □ 


Facebook: Hackers accessed 29M 
accounts, fewer than thought 



This July 16, 2013 file photo shows a sign at Facebook 
headquarters in Menlo Park, Calif. 
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MAE ANDERSON 
AP Technology Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — Face- 
book says hackers ac¬ 


cessed data from 29 million 
accounts as part of the se¬ 
curity breach disclosed two 
weeks ago, fewer than the 


50 million it initially believed 
were affected. 

The hackers accessed 
name, email addresses or 
phone numbers from these 
accounts, according to 
Facebook. For 14 million 
of them, hackers got even 
more data, such as home¬ 
town, birthdate, the last 
10 places they checked 
into or the 15 most recent 
searches. 

An additional 1 million ac¬ 
counts were affected, but 
hackers didn’t get any in¬ 
formation from them. 
Facebook isn't giving a 
breakdown of where these 
users are, but says the 


breach was “fairly broad.” 
It plans to send messages 
to people whose accounts 
were hacked. 

Facebook said third-party 
apps and Facebook apps 
like WhatsApp and Insta- 
gram were unaffected by 
the breach. 

Facebook said the FBI is in¬ 
vestigating, but asked the 
company not to discuss 
who may be behind the 
attack. The company said 
it hasn't ruled out the pos¬ 
sibility of smaller-scale at¬ 
tacks that used the same 
vulnerability. 

Facebook has said the at¬ 
tackers gained the ability 


to “seize control” of those 
user accounts by stealing 
digital keys the company 
uses to keep users logged 
in. They could do so by ex¬ 
ploiting three distinct bugs 
in Facebook's code. The 
company said it has fixed 
the bugs and logged out 
affected users to reset 
those digital keys. 

At the time, CEO Mark 
Zuckerberg — whose own 
account was compro¬ 
mised — said attackers 
would have had the ability 
to view private messages 
or post on someone's ac¬ 
count, but there's no sign 
that they did.Q 
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Social Security checks will grow in 2019 as inflation rises 



In this Feb. 11, 2005 file photo, trays of printed social security checks wait to be mailed from the 
U.S. Treasury’s Financial Management services facility in Philadelphia. 
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By RICARDO ALONSO- 
ZALDIVAR 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — Tens 
of millions of Social Security 
recipients and other retir¬ 
ees will get a 2.8 percent 
boost in benefits next year 
as inflation edges higher. 
It’s the biggest increase 
most retired baby boomers 
have gotten. 

Following a stretch of low 
inflation, the cost-of-living 
adjustment, or COLA, for 
2019 is the highest in seven 
years. It amounts to $39 a 
month for the average re¬ 
tired worker, according to 
estimates released Thurs¬ 
day by the Social Security 
Administration. 

The COLA affects house¬ 
hold budgets for about one 
in five Americans, includ¬ 
ing Social Security benefi¬ 
ciaries, disabled veterans 
and federal retirees. That’s 
about 70 million people, 
enough to send ripples 
through the economy. 
Unlike most private pen¬ 
sions, Social Security has 
featured inflation protec¬ 
tion since 1975. Beneficia¬ 
ries also gain from com¬ 
pounding since COLAs 
become part of their un¬ 
derlying benefit, the base 
for future cost-of-living in¬ 
creases. 

Nonetheless many retirees 
and their advocates say 
the annual adjustment is 


too meager and doesn’t 
reflect higher health care 
costs for older people. Fed¬ 
eral budget hawks take the 
opposite view, arguing that 
increases should be small¬ 
er to reflect consumers’ 
penny-pinching responses 
when costs go up. 

With the COLA, the estimat¬ 
ed average monthly Social 
Security payment for a re¬ 
tired worker will be $1,461 a 
month next year. 

“For more recent retirees, 
the 2019 COLA will be the 
largest increase they have 
gotten to date," said policy 


analyst Mary Johnson, of 
the nonpartisan Senior Citi¬ 
zens League. 

Her Medigap insurance for 
costs not covered by Medi¬ 
care is going up, and so is 
her prescription drug plan. 
She expects her Medicare 
Part B premium for outpa¬ 
tient care will also up. 

“It isn’t enough of an in¬ 
crease that it takes care 
of all of the increases from 
health care, plus rent — our 
rent gets increased every 
year,” said Deakin, 70, who 
worked in the finance de¬ 
partment at a boat dealer¬ 


ship. 

Health care costs eat up 
about one-third of her in¬ 
come, she estimated. 

“I appreciate the COLA 
adjustment, and in no way 
am I complaining," Deakin 
added. “It's just that every 
single thing you can talk 
about goes up. It doesn’t 
go down.” 

By law, the COLA is based 
on a broad index of con¬ 
sumer prices. Advocates 
for seniors claim the gener¬ 
al index doesn’t accurately 
capture the rising prices 
they face, especially for 


health care and housing. 
They want the government 
to switch to an index that 
reflects the spending pat¬ 
terns of older people. 
“What the COLA should be 
based on is still a very real 
issue,” said William Arnone, 
CEO of the National Acad¬ 
emy of Social Insurance, 
a research organization 
not involved in lobbying. 
“Older people spend their 
money in categories that 
are going up at a higher 
rate than overall inflation.” 
The COLA is now based 
on the Consumer Price In¬ 
dex for Urban Wage Earn¬ 
ers and Clerical Workers, 
or CPI-W, which measures 
price changes for food, 
housing, clothing, trans¬ 
portation, energy, medical 
care, recreation and edu¬ 
cation. 

Advocates for the elderly 
would prefer the CPI-E, 
an experimental measure 
from the government that 
reflects costs for house¬ 
holds headed by a person 
age 62 or older. It usually 
outpaces general inflation, 
though not always. 

COLAs can be small orzero, 
as was the case in several 
recent years. People often 
blame the president when 
that happens. However, 
the White House can't dic¬ 
tate the COLA, which is 
calculated by nonpolitical 
experts.Q 


Citigroup profit rises to $4.6 billion, beats Street views 



By KEN SWEET 
Associated Press 
NEW YORK (AP) — Citigroup 
said Friday that its third- 
quarter profits rose 12 per¬ 
cent from a year earlier, as 
the banking conglomerate 
was able to cut expenses 
and benefited from lower 
taxes. That was more than 
enough to make up for a 
small drop in revenue. 

The New York-based bank 
earned $4.62 billion in the 
third quarter, up from $4.13 
billion a year ago. Citi 
earned a profit of $1.74 per 
share, which was better 
than the $1.68 a share that 
was expected according 
to a survey of analysts’ by 
FactSet. 


Citi was able to grow prof¬ 
its despite a small drop in 
revenue compared to a 
year earlier. The bank’s 
revenue was $18.39 billion 
in the quarter, down from 
$18.42 billion a year earlier. 
That's despite the steady 
rise in interest rates in the 
last year. While Citi earned 
more in interest income last 
quarter, the bank also had 
to pay more for deposits, 
which effectively negated 
any gains. 

Expenses were down 1 per¬ 
cent from a year earlier. 
Most of Citi's profit growth 
came because of lower 
taxes. Like other big com¬ 
panies, Citi got a big tax 
break from the tax law 


passed last year. 

The amount of money the 
bank set aside for income 
taxes last quarter was down 
21 percent from a year ear¬ 
lier. 

One place of weakness 
this quarter was Citi’s credit 
card division, one of the 
bank’s bigger businesses in 
the U.S. Branded card rev¬ 
enue slipped 3 percent last 
quarter from a year earlier, 
despite higher interest rate. 
Citi’s investment banking 
division had a relatively 
strong quarter. Net income 
for Citi’s institutional clients 
group was up 2 percent 
from a year earlier. The 
banks saw higher trading 
revenue in stocks, bonds 


and currencies, one of Ci¬ 
ti’s specialties. 

Shares of Citi rose 1.2 per¬ 
cent in late-morning trad- 


Associated Press 

ing on Friday to $69.20 
a share. Citi’s shares are 
down roughly 6 percent this 
year.Q 
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Sudoku is a number-placing puzzle based on 
a 9x9 grid with several given numbers. The 
object is to place the numbers 1 to 9 in the 
empty squares so that each row, each column 
and each 3x3 box contains the same number 
only once. The difficulty level of the Conceptis 
Sudoku increases from Monday to Sunday. 
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ACROSS 

1 Van Winkle of 
fable 
4 Permit 
9 Spill the beans 
13 Stiffly proper 

15 Sawyer or Ladd 

16 Unusual 

17 Beauty spot 

18 On the_; honest 

19 _up; 

misbehaves 

20 Poverty 

22 Gusto 

23 Bathing spots 

24 Gardener's tool 
26 Plant pests 

29 Rule the roost 

34 Jungle beasts 

35 Competitor 

36 _ Majors 

37 ‘The Big _ 
Theory” 

38 Bird in a Poe 
poem 

39 Michelin product 

40 Family card game 

41 Crowbar 

42 Stinky 

43 Additionally 

45 Wild brawls 

46 In _ of; floored 
by 

47 Biblical book 

48 In actually 
51 Rising higher 

56 Villain 

57 Minimum 

58 Christmas carol 

60 Tush 

61 One of the 
planets 

62 Powerful wind 

63 Tense 

64 Frock 

65 Presidential 
monogram 

DOWN 

1 Record speed 
letters 

2 Pump lift 
weights 

3 Stack 

4 Speaks off the cuff 
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5 Claims against 
property 

6 Wash 

7 Smallest bills 

8 Cardiff resident 

9 Shamelessly 
bold 

10 Mantilla fabric 

11 Linkletter & others 

12 Finest 

14 Conference 

21 Defective 
products 

25 Cake ingredient 

26 Scrapbook 

27 Stringed 
instrument 

28 thy father and 
thy mother” 

29 Flipper wearer 

30 Think mull 

31 Cream of the 
crop 

32 Unexplainable 

33 Marsh grasses 

35 Overnight dance 

party 

38 Showed 


Friday’s Puzzle Solved 
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39 _ off; rebuking 49 Over-the-hill 
severely 50 Rocky cliff 

41 Melancholy 52 Scorch 

42 Nourish 53 Part of TLC 

44 Restaurant 54 Early 

45 May and others boatbuilder 

47 Makes jokes 55 Becomes firm 

48 Prefix for front or 59 It Be”; Beatles 

man song 
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In this photo provided by Sea World Australia, rescuers try to 
free a whale calf tangled in a shark net off Greenmount Beach 
Tuesday, Oct. 9, 2018. 

Associated Press 

Humpback whale calf 
rescued from net off 
Australian beach 


Associated Press 
BRISBANE, Australia (AP) 

— A whale calf has been 
freed after becoming tan¬ 
gled in a shark net off the 
Australian east coast. 
Experts from the Depart¬ 
ment of Agriculture and 
Fisheries and Sea World 
Gold Coast worked for al¬ 
most two hours on Tuesday 
morning to untangle the 
humpback calf from a net 
about 500 meters (yards) 
off Greenmount Beach at 
Gold Coast city. 

The nets are suspended 
from buoys to protect 
swimmers at Gold Coast 
beaches from shark at¬ 
tack. 

“The calf had some super¬ 
ficial wounds form the en¬ 
tanglement, but nothing 
life threatening, and swam 
away with its mother when 
released," Sea World Gold 
Coast said in a statement. 
Sea World director of ma¬ 
rine sciences Trevor Long 
said the rescue was a dis¬ 
tressing experience. 

“It was a very, very young 
calf — heavily engaged in 
the net, it was almost en¬ 
veloped in the net — so 
quite distressing for the calf 
and quite distressing for the 
mother," Long told Austra¬ 
lian Broadcasting Corp. 
“The mother was very close 
to the calf and very close 
to us and very interested in 
what we were doing,” he 
said. 

“I honestly believe the 
mother realized we were 
helping the calf and not 
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Caribbean Palm Village 

2 bedr lock out 

weeks 5 & 6 Rm E302 A/B 

$5000.00 per week 

774 573 1848 (US) 

guerintmg@gmail.com 


210266 


injuring the calf and that 
was why she was calm," 
he added. 

Long said the quantity of 
abrasions on the calf’s skin 
where it had been rubbed 
raw by the ropes suggest¬ 
ed it had been tangled for 
some time. 

Someone walking on the 
beach had spotted the 
whale early Tuesday and 
alerted authorities. □ 
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Marriott Aruba Surf Club 


PLATINUM Season 

2B Ocean front S27k 
Oceanside SI6k 
Ocean view Si 5k 
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* Weeks 7 and 14-all views 
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3BEORM SI 2500 
Marriott Aruba Ocean Club 


PLATINUM Season 
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La Cabana Beach Resort 
Weeks 30-33 Unit 322BC 
and Unit 4I2BC plus more 

GOLD Season 

2B Ocean front S 14k 
2B OV $8k 
I Bed S4k 

IB Ocean front S8500 
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RESALE 
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We also RENT Aruba weeks for 
owners. Contact us to BUY, 
SELL or RENT any timeshare 
property. 
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DOCTOR ON DUTY 

Oranjestad 
Dr. Hertogen Tel. 586 3434 

San Nicolas 
Dr. De Cuba Tel. 584 1984 

PHARMACY ON DUTY 

Oranjestad: 

del Pueblo Tel. 582 1253 
San Nicolas 

Seroe Preto Tel. 584 4833 

OTHER 

Dental Clinic 587 9850 
Blood Bank Aruba 587 0002 
Mobility Equip . Gire 
568 5165 

Urgent Care 586 0448 


Police 
Oranjestad 
Noord 
Sta. Cruz 
San Nicolas 
Police Tipline 
Ambulancia 
Fire Dept. 

Red Cross 


ST^P 

Violence Against Women 




HEALTH 

Hospital 
527 4000 
Imsan- San Nicolas 
524 8833 


EMERGENCY 


100 

527 3140 
527 3200 
527 2900 
584 5000 
11141 

115 

582 2219 


TAXI SERVICES 

Taxi Tas 587 5900 

Prof. Taxi 588 0035 

Taxi D.T.S. 587 2300 

Taxi Serv. Aruba 583 3232 
A1 Taxi Serv. 280 2828 

TRAVEL INFO 

Aruba Airport 524 2424 
American Airlines 582 2700 


Avianca 
Aruba Airlines 
Jet Blue 
Surinam 
Venezolana 

CRUISES 


588 0059 
583 8300 
588 2244 

582 7896 

583 7674 



October 15 
Volendam 
October 17 

Monarch / Freedom of the Seas 
Nieuw Amsterdam 

AID FOUNDATIONS 

FAVI- Visually Incapasitated 
Tel. 582 5051 

Alcoholics Anonymous 
Tel. 736 2952 

Narcotics Anonymous 
Tel. 583 8989 

Women in Difficulties 
Tel. 583 5400 

Centre for Diabetes 
Tel. 524 8888 

Child Abuse Prevention 
Tel. 582 4433 

Quota Club Tel. 525 2672 

General Info 

Phone Directory Tel. 118 
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AP Exclusive: Tests show toxin in chain stores’ jewelry 



This Sept. 20,2018, photo provided by the Center for Environmental Health (CEH) in Oakland, Calif., shows jewelry items loaded with 
the toxic metal cadmium they bought from the shelves of national retailers, at the center in Oakland. 

Associated Press 


By ARIEL TU 
Associated Press 
LOS ANGELES (AP) — Jew¬ 
elry with the toxic metal 
cadmium is showing up 
on the shelves of national 
retailers including Ross, 
Nordstrom Rack and Pa¬ 
paya, according to newly 
released test results. 
Analysis done for the non¬ 
profit Center for Environ¬ 
mental Health revealed 
some jewelry sold with 
women’s dresses and shirts 
was nearly pure cadmium, 
which can cause cancer 
and reproductive harm af¬ 
ter prolonged exposure. 
Consumer advocates were 
hopeful cadmium had dis¬ 
appeared from the U.S. 
jewelry market following 
changes prompted by a 
2010 Associated Press in¬ 


vestigation that found Chi¬ 
nese manufacturers were 
using the metal to make 
kids' jewelry. States includ¬ 
ing California outlawed 
cadmium in children's 
jewelry, and testing by the 
center found the chemical 
had virtually disappeared 
from jewelry by 2012. 

No laws address cadmium 
in adult jewelry, however, 
and last year the center 
decided to check those 
products. Lab testing found 
31 adult jewelry items pur¬ 
chased from retail stores 
were at least 40 percent 
cadmium, and most were 
more than 90 percent, ac¬ 
cording to results shared 
exclusively with the AP. 
California’s law allows no 
more than 0.03 percent 
cadmium in children's jew¬ 


elry. The precise health risk 
from the tested jewelry is 
unclear because research¬ 
ers did not assess whether 
small amounts shed when 
the jewelry is handled and 
worn. 

Over time, cadmium ac¬ 
cumulates in the body and 
can damage the kidneys 
and bones. Most exposure 
happens by ingesting small 
amounts or by breathing 
it, most commonly through 
tobacco, which can con¬ 
tain cadmium. Research¬ 
ers also have documented 
some absorption through 
skin contact, though the 
phenomenon is not well- 
studied. 

Michael Harbut, a prac¬ 
ticing doctor who as a 
university professor has 
researched cadmium’s 
cancer-causing properties, 
noted that contact can 
trigger skin rashes including 
psoriasis. 

“Cadmium is bad,” said 
Harbut, who teaches at 
Michigan State University’s 
College of Human Medi¬ 
cine. “Given a choice be¬ 
tween wearing something 
with cadmium in it, or 
wearing something without 


cadmium in it, I would take 
the product without cad¬ 
mium.” 

The Oakland-based non¬ 
profit bought all the test 
samples in the San Fran¬ 
cisco Bay Area this year or 
last. The extent to which 
contaminated jewelry is in 
stores elsewhere isn’t clear, 
though a national retailer 
would not typically limit a 
product to just one region. 
The center said the prob¬ 
lem should not be under¬ 
estimated because of fhe 
limited market sampling. 

“If you’re the person that 
buys and is wearing that 
jewelry, you don’t really 
care whether it’s a com¬ 
mon problem or a rare 
problem,” said Caroline 
Cox, senior scientist at the 
center. “You have a prob¬ 
lem." 

Brent Cleaveland, execu¬ 
tive director of the Fashion 
Jewelry and Accessories 
Trade Association, said he 
does not believe the test 
results suggest a larger 
problem. Most major retail¬ 
ers have a stringent system 
for testing and analyzing 
what they sell, he said. 

Most of fhe fainfed ifems 


were sold at Ross, which 
operates more than 1,400 
stores in 38 states. One 
pendant from a necklace 
chain was 100 percent 
cadmium, according to 
the testing. 

In a written statement, Ross 
said it is committed to pro¬ 
tecting its customers and 
has “addressed this issue 
with our supplier.” The re¬ 
tailer would not say wheth¬ 
er it pulled suspect jewelry 
from stores. 

The brands found with high 
cadmium levels in Ross 
stores include Tacera and 
Vibe Sportswear. 

Xinwei Xie, chief executive 
officer at Trend Textile Inc., 
which owns Tacera, de¬ 
clined to comment when 
reached by phone. The 
Skate Group Inc., which 
owns Vibe Sportswear, did 
not respond to multiple re¬ 
quests for comment. 

Steven Kim, an attorney 
representing Papaya, said 
the company has recalled 
the products where con¬ 
tamination was found and 
stopped buying from the 
manufacturer in China. 
“Our manufacturers are 
required to represent and 
warrant that their products 
are in legal compliance," 
Kim said. “Papaya is very 
strict and stops doing busi¬ 
ness with any manufacturer 
which fails fo comply.” 
Nordsfrom spokeswom¬ 
an Emily Sterken said the 
company is “reaching out 
to these vendors to make 
them aware of the situation 
and get more information 
on these items.” 

The Center for Environmen¬ 
tal Health has long used 
California law to force 
companies to reduce lev¬ 
els of harmful maferials in 
consumer products, includ¬ 
ing cadmium and lead in 
jewelry. Under the state’s 
Proposition 65, businesses 
must inform consumers 
about significant exposures 
to chemicals that cause 
cancer or other reproduc¬ 
tive harm. The nonprofit 
has settled Proposition 65 
claims against 36 compa¬ 
nies, including Gap Inc. 
and Target Corp., which 
agreed to not sell jewelry 
with more than 0.03 per¬ 
cent cadmium. □ 
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Country women applaud CMT for all-female awards show 



This combination photo shows country music artists, Loretta Lynn, Carrie Underwood, Miranda 
Lambert, Hillary Scott, Karen Fairchild, Kimberly Schlapman, Maren Morris and Kelsea Ballerini, 
who will be honored at CMT's annual Artists of the Year show on Oct. 17 in Nashville, Tenn. 

Associated Press 


By KRISTIN M. HALL 
Associated Press 
NASHVILLE, Tenn. (AP) — 

Country icon Loretta Lynn 
doesn't mince words when 
it comes to CMT’s decision 
to honor all-female artists, 
including Carrie Under¬ 
wood, Miranda Lambert 
and more, at its annual Art¬ 
ists of the Year show, where 
Lynn will be recognized as 
an artist of a lifetime. 

“It's about dadgum time 
that we recognize women 
and not just country music 
but all music,” Lynn, 86, said 
in a statement to The As¬ 
sociated Press. “A big yee 
haw to CMT for doing so.” 
The coal miner’s daughter 
has been blazing trails for 
women in country music 
since the 1960s, and she'll 
be honored on Oct. 17 in 
Nashville, Tennessee, by 
her friend and actress Sissy 
Spacek, who won an Oscar 
for portraying her in the hit 
biopic. 

While women have been 
struggling to be played on 
radio and on streaming 
playlists or earn nomina¬ 
tions for country awards, 
CMT decided to cele¬ 
brate the ladies this year, 
with honors going also to 
Kimberly Schlapman and 
Karen Fairchild of Little Big 


Town, Hillary Scott of Lady 
Antebellum, Maren Morris 
and Kelsea Ballerini. 
Ballerini's debut album re¬ 
sulted in three consecu¬ 
tive No. 1 country radio 
singles, the first time any 
female artist had done so 
in the genre, and she was 
part of CMT's Next Women 
of Country, a yearly install¬ 
ment of new and upcom¬ 


ing female artists that CMT 
supports. Ballerini said she 
worried that the lack of 
women in country music 
was just going to remain a 
conversation in the indus¬ 
try, without any real action 
to correct it. 

“Finally we're seeing peo¬ 
ple actually do stuff about 
it," Ballerini said. “CMT 
choosing to use their plat¬ 


form, which is a massive 
platform in country music, 
to honor only women is not 
just conversation, but actu¬ 
al change. That’s a massive 
step forward.” 

The night will feature the 
honorees in cross-genre 
collaborations with special 
guests. Ballerini will be sing¬ 
ing with Alison Krauss, Mor¬ 
ris will be doing a tribute to 


Aretha Franklin with Brandi 
Carlile, and the women 
from Little Big Town will be 
singing with soul legend 
Gladys Knight. Scott will 
be singing with pop singer 
Tori Kelly and gospel singer 
Kirk Franklin. Leslie Fram, 
CMT's senior vice president 
of music strategy, said the 
timing just felt right for CMT 
to make the change this 
year. For the past couple 
of years, award shows from 
the Oscars to the Grammys 
have been trying to ad¬ 
dress a lack of diversity in 
nominees and winners. 
“And if you look at all these 
artists individually, they 
have all had amazing ac¬ 
complishments individually, 
whether it's professionally 
or personally and things 
that they do in their com¬ 
munity, so it really made 
sense this year,” Fram said. 
“We have to support each 
other,” Lambert said. “It’s 
not an industry supporting 
us. It’s us believing in each 
other and respecting each 
other's art and I think that 
it also pushes us to be bet¬ 
ter when someone is re¬ 
ally great. You need a little 
competition. As long as the 
women keep delivering, I 
think it's just building it up, 
building it up.” □ 


Beyonce, Jay Z appear at City of Hope cancer charity event 



In this April 28,2018, file photo, Jay-Z and Beyonce watch Game 
1 of an NBA basketball second-round playoff series between 
the Golden State Warriors and the New Orleans Pelicans in 
Oakland, Calif. 

Associated Press 


By JONATHAN LANDRUM Jr. 
Associated Press 
SANTA MONICA, Calif. (AP) 

— Beyonce paid homage 
to a high-profile music ex¬ 
ecutive being honored at a 
charity event to raise mon¬ 
ey for cancer research. 

The singer's vocals soared 
as she performed three 
ballads including her 2009 
smash hit “Halo” and 
“Ava Maria” after saluting 
the character of Warner/ 
Chappell Music Publishing 
CEO Jon Platt at the City of 
Hope gala near Los Ange¬ 
les on Thursday night. She 
took the stage following 
her husband, Jay Z, who 
presented Platt with the 
Spirit of Life award during 
a charity event that raised 
more than $6 million. 

“Most people lead with 
their ego, but you lead with 
your heart,” Beyonce said 


Platt, who will soon be leav¬ 
ing his position at Warner/ 
Chappell to take on the 
top role at Sony/ATV, the 
top publishing company in 
the music business. 


“You have touched so 
many lives, mine included,” 
she added. 

Jay Z called Platt the 
“Obama of the music indus¬ 
try.” The music executive is 


known for signing publish¬ 
ing deals with Jay Z, Usher, 
Kanye West and Snoop 
Dogg. His roster of song¬ 
writers at Warner/Chappell 
includes Lil Wayne, Bruno 
Mars and Timbaland. 

Both Beyonce and Jay Z 
appeared at the black- 
tie charity event after the 
couple wrapped up their 
On The Run II tour about a 
week ago. 

“I can’t think of anyone 
more deserving of this 
award than my brother, 
Jon Platt," Jay Z told more 
than 1,000 attendees. “He's 
known as ‘Big Jon’ and he 
has a beautiful soul.” 

City of Hope is a treatment 
center for cancer, diabetes 
and other life-threatening 
diseases raising more than 
$118 million in the group’s 
45-years. The award is the 
group's highest honor rec¬ 


ognizing those that have 
helped further music, film 
and entertainment. 

Previous Spirit of Life award 
recipients include Guincy 
Jones, Clive Davis, Irving 
Azoff and Mo Ostin. 

Music mogul Diddy, singer 
Usher, former NBA play¬ 
er Chauncey Billups and 
some of Platt’s family mem¬ 
bers took part in a video 
dedicated to the music ex¬ 
ecutive. Platt's oldest son, 
Jonathan Platt, was diag¬ 
nosed with diabetes. 

“As an African-American, 

I want to say that we're 
more than just athletes 
and music artists. ... We’re 
CEOs,” Platt said. 

Pharrell Williams hosted the 
star-studded event that in¬ 
cluded Quincy Jones, Dr. 
Dre, Tiffany Haddish, Usher, 
Timbaland, Derek Fisher 
and Rita Ora. □ 
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A timely story of addiction in ‘Beautiful Boy’ 



This image released by Amazon Studios shows Timothee Chalamet, left, and Steve Carell in a 
scene from “Beautiful Boy.” 


By LINDSEY BAHR 
Associated Press 

Relapse is part of recovery. 
That’s what one doctor in 
“Beautiful Boy “ tells David 
Sheff (Steve Carell), the 
distraught father of a teen¬ 
age son, Nic (Timothee 
Chalamet), who has been 
dabbling in alcohol, weed, 
cocaine, heroin and crystal 
meth, and has become an 
addict. 

He disappears for nights on 
end from his father's idyllic 
home in the woods outside 
of San Francisco which he 
shares with a stepmother, 
Karen (Maura Tierney), and 
his two very young step- 
siblings. He steals his little 
sister’s savings ($8). He lies. 
He hurts everyone around 
him. He goes to rehab. He 
seems to be turning over a 
new leaf. And then he starts 
the cycle all over again. 
“Beautiful Boy” is an hon¬ 
est portrait of how addic¬ 
tion affects families and 
how it’s not something that 
can be wrapped up and 
packaged into a neat and 
tidy narrative. It's ugly and 
messy, with moments of 
grace and hope, but most¬ 
ly despair. The film is based 


on a pair of memoirs, one 
by Nic Sheff and one by 
David Sheff, and directed 
by Belgian filmmaker Felix 
Van Groeningen in his Eng¬ 
lish language debut. This 
may be depicting a fam¬ 
ily's story in the recent past, 
but there is hardly a more 
timely subject matter to ex¬ 
plore. 

Van Groeningen directs 
the melded stories in an 


unconventional and often 
disorienting way, jumping 
back and forward in time 
with abandon and not a 
lot of establishing context. 
Some jumps make sense, 
like David, sitting in a cafe 
and waiting for his grown 
son to meet him after a 
bender, and remembering 
sitting at that same table 
years ago with Nic as a 
much younger child and 


Associated Press 

goofing around trying to 
speak Klingon to one an¬ 
other. Others are just con¬ 
fusing. Is Nic returning after 
a semester in college, you 
wonder? Did he graduate? 
When, exactly, does he 
smoke pot with his father? 
Before or after he confesses 
to trying meth? 

Perhaps disorientation is 
the point, a commentary 
on life and jumbled memo¬ 


ries, but for the viewer it can 
be trying at times. The edit¬ 
ing choices can make this 
film seem occasionally like 
one extended montage or 
lovely-looking music video. 
Van Groeningen also tends 
to favor flashbacks to vari¬ 
ous stages of Nic’s pre-teen 
childhood as David looks 
adoringly on his sweet, in¬ 
nocent son. It's all well and 
good, but are we to be sur¬ 
prised that an addict could 
have once been a sweet 
and innocent child? 

It is a frustrating diver¬ 
sion mainly because the 
best parts of “Beautiful 
Boy” are when Carell and 
Chalamet are together. I 
wonder whether there is a 
version of this movie that 
exists where the timeline is 
straight, and it is just laser 
focused on Nic’s ups and 
downs since he started us¬ 
ing drugs. Both actors ex¬ 
cel together, especially in 
gut-wrenching scenes like 
the aforementioned one 
in the cafe, where David 
refuses this time to give Nic 
any money. You can see in 
Carell’s empathetic eyes 
that the ultimatum is killing 
him inside. □ 
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Lisa Unger’s ‘Under My Skin’ 
weaves baffling puzzle 


By JEFF AYERS 
Associated Press 

“Under My Skin” (Park Row), 
by Lisa Unger 

A woman's life spirals out of 
control as she battles with 
the loss of her husband in 
Lisa Unger's latest psycho¬ 
logical thriller, “Under My 
Skin.” 

Poppy’s husband, Jack, 
was murdered a year 
ago while he was jogging 
through a city park in New 
York. When she received 
the news, the pain was so 
intense, she blacked out 
and ended up having no 
memory of several days. In 
fact, her next memory has 
her disoriented and wear¬ 
ing clothes she doesn’t rec¬ 
ognize. 

She’s tried to move on, 
and has even tried dat¬ 
ing again, but no one 
comes close to Jack. It also 



This cover image released by 
Park Row shows “Under My 
Skin,” a novel by Lisa Unger. 

Associated Press 

doesn't help that the mur¬ 
der was never solved. 
Poppy begins to see a ther¬ 
apist, but the nightmares 
grow and she starts seeing 


a strange man wearing a 
gray hoodie who seems to 
be stalking her. Is this the 
killer coming back for her, 
or is she imagining him? 
Since she sometimes sees 
her dead husband, she’s 
not sure if the stalker — or 
anything else — is real. 

Can Poppy climb out of her 
grief to find the truth? If she 
can, she will quickly discov¬ 
er that sometimes the facts 
are worse than manufac¬ 
tured reality. 

Unger knows how to craft 
a tale that not only incor¬ 
porates characters that 
feel real, but also weaves 
a baffling puzzle that keeps 
readers guessing. For a story 
that is steeped in grief and 
darkness, Unger’s steady 
hand keeps hope shining 
throughout, so it’s not diffi¬ 
cult to enjoy this captivat¬ 
ing thriller.Q 
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Roberta Flack ready to sing again 


By NEKESA MUMBI MOODY 
Associated Press 
NEW YORK (AP) — Once a 
week, Roberta Flack gives 
a musical performance for 
an exclusive group. 

The lucky audience con¬ 
sists of a musical director, 
who works with the legend 
to keep her instrument — 
her voice — in top form. 
It would be an important 
exercise for any singer, but 
even more critical given 
that the 81-year-old singer 
had a stroke more than two 
years ago and suffered a 
collapse that led to a brief 
hospitalization earlier this 
year. “I know what it is to 
go over the same songs 
over and over again, and 
to try to make them per¬ 
fect. It’s interesting and it’s 
hard and it’s difficult at the 
same time,” Flack said in an 
exclusive interview with The 
Associated Press this week. 
“You have to stay on top of 
things.” 

The public will get a chance 
to hear the result of those 
musical tuneups, courtesy 
of the Jazz Foundation of 
America, when it honors 
her Saturday. 

“I am very excited about 
the event, to sing, and to 
perform. I'm just hoping 
that I can find the right 
song," said Flack, whose 
long list of hits include “The 
First Time Ever I Saw Your 
Face,” “’Killing Me Softly 
with His Song” and “Feel 
Like Makin’ Love.” 



In this Oct. 10, 2018 photo, singer Roberta Flack poses for a portrait in New York. 


The Jazz Foundation of 
America provides assis¬ 
tance of all types to musi¬ 
cians who have suffered 
setbacks, whether they’re 
medical, financial or both. 
It was set to give Flack 
its lifetime achievement 
award at the Apollo The¬ 
ater at a concert featur¬ 
ing Cassandra Wilson, Ala¬ 
bama Shakes lead singer 
Brittany Howard, Nona 
Hendryx and more. But 
Flack collapsed backstage 
and was rushed to the hos¬ 
pital. The concert went on 
without her. 

On Saturday, the founda¬ 
tion holds its annual loft 
party, where they will honor 


Flack again, and Flack is 
expected to sing — her first 
public performance in at 
least a year. Participants 
include another music leg¬ 
end and friend, Valerie 
Simpson, along with Macy 
Gray. 

“I’m very excited that they 
want to give me an award, 
and I’m excited about the 
cause of the award, and 
the whole thing. I’m hyped 
about it,” Flack said. 

Flack spoke to the AP at 
her assisted living facility 
in Manhattan. Sitting in a 
wheelchair and looking 
glamorous with curly hair 
cascading down her shoul¬ 
ders, the Grammy winner 


Associated Press 

was bright-eyed and articu¬ 
late during a nearly 30-min¬ 
ute conversation, though 
she occasionally relied on 
her manager to provide 
her with information about 
the weekend event, to also 
feature actors Rosie Perez 
and Michael Imperioli. 
When asked if she’d sing 
one of her old hits, she 
quickly retorted: “There’s 
no such thing as an old hit,” 
preferring the term “clas¬ 
sic” instead. 

“I could sing any number 
of songs that I’ve recorded 
through the years, easily, 
I could sing them, but I’m 
going to pick those songs 
that move me,” Flack said. 


“Now that’s hard to do. To 
be moved, to be moved 
constantly by your own 
songs. You need it to be in 
tune with them, and I don't 
mean in tune musically, but 
I mean in tune with the lyrics 
of the songs, with the words 
of the songs, and with the 
meaning. You need to be 
in tune with all of that, and 
that takes a little bit of do¬ 
ing.” Her work with the mu¬ 
sical director from the Jazz 
Foundation is part of that 
keeping in tune. Flack's 
connection to the group 
started years ago, when 
they enlisted her to perform 
at a benefit for the late folk 
great Odetta, who had fall¬ 
en on hard times. 

“Ten years ago, she came 
out to help us when we 
were helping Odetta, who 
was one of her idols," said 
Wendy Oxenhorn, the foun¬ 
dation’s executive direc¬ 
tor. “Roberta has been all 
of our idols. And now, since 
her stroke, we've been 
able to give back and help 
her, which is so beautiful.” 
Oxenhorn said the founda¬ 
tion is glad it has another 
opportunity to honor Flack. 
“We didn’t want her to 
miss this because she is 
loved around the world, 
and she's kept so many of 
us going through our hard 
times with her music, and 
she's been such an icon 
and pioneer in her genre,” 
she said. “We want her to 
know how loved she is. ”□ 


No live Barb, many Demogorgons at Universal haunted house 


By MIKE SCHNEIDER 
Associated Press 
ORLANDO, Fla. (AP) — 

There may be no “Justice 
for Barb” at Universal Orlan¬ 
do's haunted house based 
on the Netflix hit, “Stranger 
Things," but the beloved, ill- 
fated character does ap¬ 
pear in grand, gory style. 
The “Stranger Things” house 
is one of 10 haunted hous¬ 
es built for this year's Hal¬ 
loween Horror Nights, the 
most haunted houses ever 
in 28 years of celebrating 
all things horror at the Or¬ 
lando theme park resort. 
“Stranger Things" haunted 
houses also are at Hallow¬ 
een Horror Nights celebra¬ 
tions at Universal parks in 


Hollywood and Singapore, 
running from mid-Septem¬ 
ber to the beginning of No¬ 
vember. 

Patrons walking through the 
“Stranger Things” haunted 
house follow the plot con¬ 
tours of the first season. 
There's the shed where 
Will disappears, the Byers 
home where letters on the 
walls and Christmas lights 
help Joyce communicate 
with her missing son, the 
hellish Upside Down world, 
the lab where the malfea¬ 
sance begins and even 
Eleven’s frozen waffles. Oh 
yeah, there’s a monstrous 
Demogorgon seemingly 
around every corner, ready 
to scare the bejesus out of 


you. 

Actually, there are multi¬ 
ple performers playing the 
looming monster at any 
given time in the house. 
Adult, female performers 
play the four Bar Mitzvah- 
aged-boy leads. 

Other performers play 
Nancy, Steve, Sheriff Hop¬ 
per and Joyce. Different 
characters populate the 
house at different times of 
the night so patrons walk¬ 
ing through it get different 
experiences. 

Netflix and the show’s ven¬ 
dors worked with Univer¬ 
sal to make sure the bed 
sheets and the wallpaper 
in the Byers house was the 
same as in the TV show.Q 



In this Wednesday, Sept. 12, 2018 photo, the character Barb 
appears in grand, gory style in the Stranger Things haunted 
house during Halloween Horror nights at Universal Studios in 
Orlando, Fla. 

Associated Press 
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